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WILLIAM KINSEY, Eſq; 


SL R, 


HE Letters from Lisbon I 

| had the Honour to put into 
your Hands, have acquainted you 
with the uncommon Obligations 
Jam under to your worthy Fa- 
ther Commodore Kinſey. His 
Humanity to me at Goa when I 
lay 


— 


b vi 
lay at the Point of Death, his 
Generoſity in the Brazils, where 
J had neither Acquaintances nor 
Friends, and his conſtant Aſſiſt- 
ance and Support to this Place, 
need only >> mentioned, to make 


known their Value and their 
Weight. 


The Accounts of my unjuſt 
Sufferings traſmitted fo Goa, and 
the Letters I had from Bombay 
to ſeveral eminent Porzuzueſe, 


firſt introduced me to his Ac- 


quaintance and afterwards by his 
Means to the Notice of the /7ce- . 
roy himſelf 


But to be innocently unfortu— 
nate, was ſufficient to recommend 
any Perſon to Commodore iu ſey s 
Favour. As his Soul was uncom- 
monly brave, ſo it had an un- 

common 


common Way of exerting itfelf, 
and took a Pleaſure in befriending 
a Perſon, who ſeemed abandoned 


and condemned by the whole 
World beſides.— 


At leaſt, tis the l ſt Reaſon I] 
can aſſign for his e: traordina- 
ry Friendſhip; to which, 1 
ſpeak without Affectation, my 
Merit 1s abſolutely very inade- 
quate. 


'Tis with the moiſt ſenſible 
Pleaſure I congratulate you upon 
. his late Succeſs againft the Bar- 
bary Corſairs, by which Service 
to Chri/tendom in general, and to 
the Crown of Portugal in parti- 
cular, his Reputation and Ho- 
nours are increaſed. 


Had 


F 
Had he been in Town I ſhould 
have offered this to him : You are 
his Second-ſelf, accept of it in 
his Stead. And that you may 
both long enjoy Health and Hap- 
pineſs, 1s the grateful Wiſh of, 


King's-Bench- 
Priſon, Fan. S [ R, 


31, 1950-1. | 
Your moſt obliged and 
Moft dutiful humble Servant, 


WILLIAM WILLS, 
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Sit down to this Preface leſs in 
Conformity to the received 
Cuſtom of the Tumes than really 


to give the Reader ſome previous 


Intimations, which could not 16 
properly have been introduced 
any where elſe; and hkewiſe to 
bring his Mind into ſuch a Tem- 
per and Diſpoſition, as I could wil: 
him to have upon en tering © on the 
ſubſequent Work. 

To effect that, I have judged no 
Means more proper than to con- 
vince him of the Verity of its 

a Contents, 


(1) 

Contents, which will ſoon appear, 
when 'tis known that all or moſt 
of the material Facts here rec1- 
ted were proved in open Court at 
Guildhall, in the Month of Jul, 
1750, before a very great Con- 


courſe of People, who throngcd. 


there to hear the Trial. 
In general, the following Nar- 


rative 1s taken from the Bricts of 


the Lawyers, who were employ- 
ed in the Cauſe; where they are 
detective, or rather where they 
are ſilent, on ſuch Points as had 
no necef}ary Relation to the Trial 
at Law, I have carefully ſupplied, 
and, for the Sake of Connection, 
have regularly digeſted, partly 


from ſeveral original Letters and 


Papers that ncver appeared in 
Court, and partly from private 
Tournals and Memorandums, and 
from my own Knowledge and Me- 
mory ot the Matters of Fact 

that 
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that were tranſacted beforo my 
Eyes. ; 

"Theſe Things I thought necef- 
ſary to premile, in order to dif” 
tinguih my Book from the mum- 
berleſs Romances under which 
the Preis daily groans : For one 
would be inclined to beheve, thyi 
Fable was the moſt favourite 
Repaſt of this Age; becauic that 
a Story well told and deck d out 
in gay and Hattering Colours. 
very often attracts the Attention 
of Numbers, who would provab- 
ly have but a faint Reliſh of 
plain Matter of Fact : One Reu- 
lon for which may poſhbly be, 
that Fiction affords the moſt 
agreeable Entertainment to light 
Fe ancics and ſuperficial Minds; and 
as theſe, I preſume, are by far 
the greater Number, what they 
want in Merit, they make up in 
Multitude, which is a Proof that 
tome chuſe rather to loſe them- 


9:4 {elves 


E 
iclves in a Wilderneſs of Ro— 
mance, than to follow, with 
Calmneſs wy Deliberation, the 
Pan Road of true Hntory. 
tence it happens, that People of 
ent and Experience, are 
not over-haſty in Running to 
the Bookſcllers for every new 
Thing that comes out: Nor is 
their Caution to be blamed, tho 
it often proves a great Baulk, for 
ſome Time at leaſt to Pieces that 
deſerve a more open and generous 
Reception. 

But I hope mine will have het- 
ter Fortune, both on Account 
that the Subject of it 1s pretty 
univerſally known thro' the whole 
Town, and by Reaſon of the 
ncw Acquiſition I have made ot 
Friends and Well-wiſhers, Who, 
thro a generous Sympathy, have 
taken my Part ſince the final Hine 
of my late Trial; a Trial which 
ought to have indemnified me 
ſufficiently for all my paſt Sufler- 
ings; 


(V3) 

ings ; but winch, by a particu— 
lar Fatality that has atttended 
me for ſeveral Years paſt, has 
from an eaſy and comfortable 
Livelihood, put me intirely 
the Mercy of the World. 

Neceſſity is therefore one Plea 
for my turning Author, becauſe 
hope, that when People are fully 
ſatisfied of my unmerited tHard- 
ſhips, they will the more readily 
purchaſe my. Book with a View 
of afliſting me in my Diſtrels. 
Yet I would not_depend 95755 

either on the Compaſſion of t 

World for Succeſs: The Truth of 
this Hiſtory will recommend 1t to 
ſome; the Novelty and Variety 
of my Adventures to many; for 
they are of ſo extraordinary and 
uncommon a Kind, as muſt have 
ſubjected them to the Suſpicion 
of Impoſture, had they not been 
manifeſtly teſtified and vouched 
in open Day by Scores of Eye— 
witneſſes. 


But 


(vi) 
But tho Neceſſity, as I ſaid be- 
fore, may be one ſtrong Reaſon 


with me to write, it may Y perhaps 


prove too weak a Motive with 
many People to read; therefore 
[| purpoſe ſomething {till ſtronger, 
and more intereſting, viz. The 


Intormation and Amuſement of 


the Publick, which in the gene- 
ral Run, I flatter myſelf, I have 
had the good Fortune to accom- 
pliſh, and of which I] am very 
willing, before proceed any fur- 
ther to give you a few Specimens; 
as for Inſtance, firſt on the Head 
of Information. 

The Honourable EFa/?-Indiu 
Company will here be made ac- 
quainted (unleſs it is no News) 
with the illegal and unjuſtifiable 
Actions of ſome, who are intruſt- 
ed in their Service; with their 
unpopular Management, their ty- 
rannical Behaviour, and arbitrary 
Proceedings; which in Time muſt 
prove of infinite Netriment to the 

Interett 
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Intereſt and Character of a trading 
Company, as in Courſe, it muſt 
diſcourage and damp the Spirits 
of ſuch Perſons as otherways 
might be inclinable to enter into 
its Service; conſequently muſt 
demonſtrate the Expediency and 
Advantage of making Choice only 
8 Perſons as are capable of execut- 

g Juſtice without Oppreſſion, 
— exerciſing Authority without 
Tyranny, and who know how to 
reconcile the Proſperity of every 
Individual under their Command, 
to their own private Intereſt and. 
the Company s Advantage. 

Next, it may be very ſervice- 
able to young Gentlemen who in- 
tend to try their Fortune in that 
Part of the World, that they 
may firſt maturcly weigh, it 
their Temper and Diſpoſition has 
Suppleneſs enough to bendtoevery 
unreaſonable Guſt of Spleen and 

ill Humour, to confider if they 

could 


—  _ 


(-vur-) 

could digeit four Looks, harſh 
Words, and inſulting Behaviour, 
without 0 much as being conſci— 
ous of a Fault. If from quitting 
their native Country, where the 
Juſtice of the Law protects every 
Man from Injury, they could pa- 
tiently ſubmit to Outrages and 
Affronts, and {utter themſelves, 
for ſome paltry Advantage, to be 
the Creatures, the Slaves and 
T ools of an over-bearing and ty- 

rannical Captain, and by that 
P;oftitution, blaſt the Fruits of 
an honeſt Eductaion. Then let 
them go to the Ea//-[ndzes. 

Next on the Head of Amuſe— 
re For Inſtance, the Mili— 

ary Gentlemen will find ſome- 
thing g very picquant and high ſea- 
ſoned; they may here learn the 
Form and Method of Courts 
Martial in the Haſt-Iudia Com- 
pany's Service; they may ſee how 
genteelly Authority ſits on theſe 


new- 
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new-fangled Officers; how caya- 


8 they can bedeck their ſoli- 
tary Colours with the Honours 


only due to the Royal Flag, (as 


on the firſt of May, Country Git rls 
do their May-pole) and meta- 
morphoſe their Books of double 
Entry into his Majeſty's Articles 
of War. - 

In general, the Peruſal of my 
unjuſt and barbarous Treatment, 
at the ſame Time that it moves 
Indignation againſt its Author, 
muſt touch every humane and ge- 
nerous Breaſt with Compaſſion for 


my Caſe. How happy muit the 


Reader eſteem himſelf under the 
Protection and Security of a mild 
and equitable Admunitration. 
And how ought Britons to value 


the moſt excellent Conſtitution of 


their native Country. The Time 
has been when I never expected 
to have ſeen it more. My Ene- 
my, to be ſure, never nr” 

A | 


| {X75 

I ſhould. _ But now that it hath 
pleaſed God to reſtore me to it, I 
think now that I am in a Land 
of Liberty, I have a Right to 
the only Retaliation in my Pow- 
er, and may, without Fear or 
Dread, make a true and faithful 
Narration of the Series of Perſe- 
cution and Trouble he forced rae 
to undergo; that though he has 
had the good Fortune to be ac- 
quitted in Law, he may in E- 
quity ſtand arraigned in the Breaſt 
of every honeſt Man, who truly 
ſenſible of the invaluable Bleſ- 
{ings of Liberty and Property 
we enjoy, muſt heartily deteſt 
that Perſon, who perverted the 
Power, which was only given to 
protect, to the Oppreſſion and 
Ruin of a Fellow Subject in a 
moſt diſtant Part of the Globe. 


A 


NARRATIVE 


T2 nw H E 
Voyages and Adventures 
O F 
Mr. LLILIAHVILLS 


Am a Native of Merbourne, a pretty conſi- 
dcrable Market- Town in Dor ſelſbire, with- 
in twelve Miles of the County-Town of 
Dorcheſter. My Father, William Mills, 
(who is ſtill alive) keeps the un Inn, at the 
firſt mentioned Place; an Inn-keeper; who has 
ſeldom ever failed to acquire the Good-will and 
Favour of his Cuſtomers, by his honeſt civil 
Uſage, and obliging Behaviour, and who, in 
his Way, is generally reſpected, not only by 
his Townſmen, but by the Gentlemen and In- 
habitants of the County adjacent. 

As JI am the Eldeſt of his four Children, my 
Father had a particular Regard to my Educa- 
tion, which he committed to the Carc of Dr. 
Wilding, Head-maſter of the Free- ſchool at Sher - 
byurne, founded by King Zdward the Sixth; 
where, after 1 had paſſed through the uſual 
Claſſes in Latin and Greek, he bound me Ap- 
Prentice to Mr. James Down, Surgeon, at Alaru- 
l, in the aforeſaid County. 

A 2 | ; Niy 
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My Maſter happening to dic in the thid Yea? 
of my Apprenticeſhip, I was removed to the 
City of Briſtol, to ſerve the remaining Part ot 
my Time, under Nr. Thomas Shepard, an emi— 
nent. Surgcon and Mad- midwife there 1 ; when 
that was out, I ſet up for myſelſ, and very ſoon 
after married Miſs Ketnrah King, Daughter of 
Mr. Richard Kin, a noted Flax Drefier, and 
likewiſe Orpanift to the Patiſh Church of St. 
Nichols, in the City above-mentioned. 

Tho' I had a pretty good Buſineſs for a Begin- 
ner, during the two following Years that J ſtaid 
at that Place, vet as it was then War- time, I pro- 
miſed myſelt a much ſperiier Fortune by go- 

ing Abroad: Beſides, having a natural Inclina- 
tion to the Sea, and living in a great Sea- port 
Town, fuch as Briſtel, where I frequently 
uſed to hear of Prizes made on the Enemy, 
and otherwiſe being but very young (only twen- 
ty-ſix Years of Age) and having the Proſpect 
of a much larger I amily than perhaps my Juture 
Buſineſs might conveniently ſupport, I fix d my 
Reſolution, "and with the Conſent of my Rclati- 
ons, taking Leave of my Wife and Family, 1 
ſet out in Fly 1743, for Londen, where after the 
uſual Examination, and upon Application to 
the Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Navy, I was 
found qualifed for the Place of a Surgeon's Firſt 
Mate, in a Third Rate Man of War. 

Accordingly, very ſoon after, viz. on the 
third Day of Auguſt following, I obtained a 
Warrant in that Capacity for the Sutherland 


7 of. War, commanded by George Pocock, 
95 


After 


(3-) 


Aeta coaſting Cruize of about ſix Months, 
Snag myſelf pretty well ſeaſoned to the Sea, 
and tolerably well acquainted with the Buſineſs 
and Duty of a Sea-Surgeon, and beſides, having 
rained che good Graces and Favour of my Cap- 
rain, J had not only Leave to quit the Ship, but 
was allo ſurniſhed by him with Letters of Re- 
commendation to the above Commiſſioners, who, 
upon my ſecond Examination at Surgeon's- 
Hall, found me qualified to terve in his Ma- 
jeſty's Navy as a Surgeon 
While I wasin Waiting for a Warrant in that 
Station, I accidentally became acquainted with 
Captain Edmund Smith, of the Orford Indiaman, 
at the Houſe of an Apothecary, whom I aſſiſtecd, 
as well for the Sake of further Practice, as to 
ſave Expence; and hearing that he wanted 4 
Perſon of my Profeſſion, that I might not loſe 
Time, I very readily made him an Offer of my 
Service, which at the Inſtance of my Friend, 
and Production of my Qualifications was imme- 
diately accepted of. | 

We ſet fail in Judy 1744, and taking S. He- 
lena in our Way, proceeded directly tor Bencooles : 
where having done our Buſineſs, we made for 
Batavia, in the Ifland of Java, and thence to 
Banjar, in the Iſland of Borneo, to execute the 
remaining Part of our Commillion ; that done, 
we prepared to return Home, and without anv 
very remarkable Accidents, but what proceeded 
from the Damage our Ship ſuſtained by being; 
ſeveral Times run aſhore, and for which the Cap- 
tain was ſeverely reprimanded by the Company 
pon his Return, and who has ſince reſigned; 
i ſay, barring of theſe Accidents, we arrived 


* 


very 


(4) 
very happily in England in the Month of Fe- 
bruary 1747, having been abſent from our na- 
tive Country about two Years and a Halt. 

So much fer my firſt Voyage to the Z9ft- 
Indies. 

Having diſpoſed of what few Trifles I had to 
the beſt Advantage I could, I was preparing 
to ſet out for my Wife and Family, when Mr. 
Thomas Sandys, late Supercargo of the Orford, 
reprefenting to me the Inconvenience and Diſ- 
advantage of being too far out of the Way on 
many Occaſions, and what favourable Opportu- 
nities I might probably loſe during my Abſence ; 
whereas, ſaid he, if you continue ſome Time 
longer in Town, you may be employed directly, 
and proceed on another Voyage without Loſs 
of Time; adding withal, that an Acquaintance 
of his wanted a Surgeon, and as he believed he 
was not then provided ; that therefore it I was 
diſpoſed to lay all Thoughts of my intended 
Journey aſide, he would inquire into the Affair, 
and give me Notice accordingly. 

I agreed to this Propoſal with Gratitude and 
with Thanks; the more ſo, as I told my Friend 
Mr. Sandy's, that the Fruits of my late Voyage 
nad not turned out extremely to my Account, 
neither did it indeed, partly becauſe I had been 
inexperienced and intirely a Novice in the Na- 
ture of the Trade, and partly becauſe I had been 
unprovided with a ſufficient Stock. The firſt 
of which was now in ſome Meaſure remedied by 
my paſt Experience, and the other, at leaſt, 
bettered by my late ſmall Acquiſition. I there- 
fore never heſitated a Moment to aſſure him of 
the gratetul Senſe J had of his Kindneſs, and of 


my 


1 


my Readineſs to comply with his Advice: On- 
ly I deſired, on ſeveral Accounts, that he would 
be as expeditious in it as poſſibly he could, 
which he promiſed he would ; and then I gave 
him Directions how to write to me, if there 
ſhould be Occaſion, or where any Meſſage 
might be left for me on that Head; upon 
which we parted : He, I ſuppoſe, on that Buſi- 
neſs, and I to acquaint my Family of the Rea- 
ſons I had to ſuſpend my intended Journey, at 
leaſt *rill ſuch Time as I knew whether the 
good Intentions of my Friend ſhould ſucceed or 
not. 

He did not keep me long in Suſpence, for he 
left Word that he would be very glad to ſee me 
(as To-morrow) about Two o*Clock in the At- 
ternoon at the Feruſalem Coffee-Houle near the 
Royal-Exchange, where, at the Time appointed, 
I found him, Captain Smith, and Mr. Tiddiman 
(firft Mate of the Orford) in Company with a 
Stranger, to whom TI was immediately intro- 
duced as to the Perſon who wanted to treat. As 
it is the Practice in the Eaſt-India Company's 
Service for every Officer to get his Recommen- 
dations renewed, when he enters under a new 
Command, though his firſt Credentials may be 
good enough; ſo it was the Intent of this Mect- 
ing to adjuſt this Ceremony, which was per- 


formed by my three Friends preſent, ſo much to 


my Honour, and the Stranger's Satis faction, on 
the Head of Ability, Diligence, and a ſociable 
Diſpoſition, &c. that he cried out, Well, 
Doctor, I ſee you are ſufficiently recommended 
--Do, come To-morrow and take Pot-luck with 
me at my Houle We will then ſettle the reſt 

. ; --- And 


66) 
And then he gave me his Directions as ſolld vs 
Captain Richard Crabb, at his Houſe in New 
London: ſtrect, near Feachurch ſtreet 5 and then 
after mutual Compliments we teparated. 

After ſome Reflections on my new Station, 
and likewiſe on the Character of my nzw. Com- 
mander ; I cculd not ſatisfy myſelf but that I 
had known him ſomewhere elſe, though the 
Tracts were ſo very obſcure, I could not very 
readily decipher them : However by Force of 
Thinking, I at laſt recollected one Dick Crabb, 
who was my Cotemporary at Sherbourne School, 
but in a higher Claſs, becauſe he was conſidera- 
bly Older than me. 

Uncertain as this Conjecture then was, 1t did 
not fail to give me a very ſenſible Pleaſure, as 
the Notion of being School-fellows ſeemed to 
pave the Way for a more intimate Acquain- 
tance and confirmed Friendſhip. Though ] 
never was perfectly ſatisficd that my Idea was 
right, 'till a conſiderable Time afterwards “. 

I did not neglect to wait on Captain Crabs, as 
he defired, who received me in a very affable 
and friendly Manner; and when we agre-d on 
the Terms, which were ſoon fertled, becaule 
the Company makes a certain fixed Allowance 
in all theſe Caſes, he made me ftay Dinner, 
When the Cloth was taken away, and we had 
made Shift to empty a {ew Bottles, he told me, 
that he eſteemed himſcif very happy to have 
met with a Perſon ſo well qualified, and who 
was ſeaſoned to the Country, that a careful and 
able Surgeon was the molt uſetul Perſon Aboard 

; A Ship, 


* Vide page 11 
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*a Ship, eſpecially in long Voyages and Koa La- 
titudes. That, beſides the cuſtomary Privilege 
of dining in the Great Cabbin, he would take a 
Pleaſure in diſtinguiſhing me by more particular 
Marks of Favour, and would be ready, at all 
Times, to aſſiſt me, in Regard to Fortune, with 
his Advice, Credit, and Intereſt. And, towards 
the Concluſion, Doctor, fays he, I do not know 
how ſoon 1 may be ordered to fail, therefore 
have yourſelf in Readineſs, and let me know 
wherein I can ſerve you here: And, in the 
mean Time, do take a Step Aboard, akd ſce 
how you like your new Quarters, of which 
come again and acquaint me To-morrow. 

I returned the next Day, and the Captain tool 
me along with him to the Eaſt- India-FHouje, 
where he cauſed me to be entered Surgeon 
Aboard the Durrington Indiaman (which he com- 
manded) and I ſigned my Name in the proper 
Books accordingly. 

The Remainder of the Time (which was not 
long) till my Embarkation was moſtly taken up 
in making Preparations, and in equipping my- 
felt with fuch Things as I judged would Le moſt 
uſetul in the enſuing Voyage; beſides, a ſimall 

Venture of ſuch Commodities, as J believed 
would make the readieſt and moſt proſitable 
Return, 

We departed then from Graveſend, on the 
20th of April 1747, to proſecute our Voyage 
to the Eaſt- Indies, and came off Portſmouth a- 
bout the 29th of the ſame Month. But as it 
was then confidently reported, that Monſicur ae 
. la Bourdonnaie had ſeized on Madraſs, and that 
probably there would be a very formidable 
French kleet in thoſe Seas, it was juCged expe- 

dient 


f. 


( 


dient to ſuſpend our Proceedings, till the Conſe- 
quence: of that Capture were tully known, and 
*rill we ſhould have the Benefit ot a Convoy of 
ſome of his Majeſty's Ships of War. 

In this Expedition we anchored in Port jmouth 
Road, and, more Ships joining us daily, we at 
laſt made a very conſiderable Eaſt-India Fleet. 
Beſides the Durrington, there was the Stretham, 
Capt. Pinnel; the Royal Duke, Capt. Comyns; 
the Delawar, Capt. Stevens; the Edgebaſton, 
Capt. Hereford ; the Lincoln, Capt. Nanfan; the 
Cheſterfield, Capt. Carter; the Admiral Vernon, 
Capt. Cook, the Fort St. George, Capt. Bracey; 
the Edgecourt, Capt. Pierce; the Rhode ſland, 
Capt. M. Namur; the Elizabeth, Capt. Law- 
rence; the Royal George, Capt. Field; the Porto 
Bello Sloop, Capt. Robinſon ; with ſeveral Veſ- 
ſels of inferior Note, that either I did not n, | 
or whole Names I have forgot. 

During this State of! naction, I do not know 
how it came about, but I found our Ship's 
Company, particularly the Foremaſt Men, in a 
Manner, quite eat up with the Venereal Diſeaſe 
and the Itch. This ſurpriſed me the more, :n 
Regard that the laſt mentioned Diitemper, as 
well as the Scuryy, principally affects People on 
a long Voyage, and after feeding a long while 
on Salt Proviſions. However, the ſame Length 
of Time which contributed to their contracting 
of theſe ugly Maladies, through a Courle of 
Idleneſs and intemperate Living, gave me ſuf- 
ficient Leiſure to effect their Cure, in which 1 
Ipared neither Application nor Pains ; and the 
Captain himſelf was ſo well ſatisfied with my 
Succeſs, that he Jett his Son entirely to my 
Care, {a Child of between four and five Years of 


Age) 
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Age) who lingered under an intermitting, inflair 
matory Fever, which, by the Help of proper 
Medicines and caretul Nurſing, I abſolutely got 
the better of, and brought him to ſuch a hope- 
ful Habit of Body, that both the Captain and 
Mrs. Crabb, who had come down to pals that 
Interval with her Huſband, wers aſtoniſhed at 
ſo ſudden and unexpected a Change, and ap- 
pearcd ſo well pleaſed with my Zeal and Atten- 
tion to ſerve them in that Particular, that the 
Captain has, on ſeveral Occaſions, writ to me 
in the ſtrongeſt Terms of Friendſhip and Re- 
gard, and teſtifying the full Approbation he had 
of my Behaviour and Conduct. 

For Brevity, I ſhall only inſert two of his Let- 
ters, which have a more particular Reſpect to 
what I have ſaid.---The fir{t is as follows: 


SIX, 


Received your's, and am very ſorry to find 

ſo many of my People have got this ſad 
Diſtemper ; and, if you think it will be better 
for the Officers, that have got it, to come 
a-ſhore, I have ordered Mr. Harvey to ſent 
them here ; but, it you can cure them a-board, 
I ſhould like it much better. However, I leave 
that entirely to you, and deſire you'll loſe no 
Time; ſend me an Anſwer by the Bearer, 
I am, 


M ME _ 7 BE . ] 


8 1 R. 
Your Friend. 
Portſmouth, 
May 22,1747, and very humble Servant, 


R. CRABB. 
And, 


(10 


And, amongſt others, I had the following 


relating to his Son: 


F 


SIX, 


Am very glad to hear that my People are 

almoſt all well of theſe bad Diſtempers ; 
and, conſidering you had fo many on your 
Hands at one Time, [ think you have had 
very great Succeſs, My Child 1s fick, and I 
defire you'll come a-thore this Morning and 
do your Beſt for him; he has been ill a long 
Time, and has had ſeveral Phiſicians, but 


* without any Succeſs. I have one now, whoſe 


Name 1s Dr. Cuthberi, of this Place, with 
whom I don't find him any better. At laft 
hall rely on your Knowledge, and ſhall ex- 

ect you to dine with me at Standard's Houſe, 


where I lodge. 1 am, 


Your Friend, 
and very Humble Servant, 


R. CR ABR. 


P. S. I ſhail have the Phyſician to dine 
with me, and ſome other Gentlemen--- 


Mrs. Crabb expects you'll drink Tea 
with her at leaſt. 


he other Letters 1 have purpoſely omitted, 


hoping that theſc may ferve as a lufficient Speci- 
men of the Manner in which the Captain and 
J lived together at that Time. 


A 
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At laſt the whole Fleet ſet Sail about the 14th 
of November, under the Convoy of Admiral 
Boſcowen, who was then going on a ſecret Ex- 
pedition, after we had ſtaid at Portſmouth for 
near eight Months. | 

We arriv'd at Madeira on the 13th of De 
cember following, where the Captain being de- 
ſirous to oblige me, gave me Leave, of his own 
Accord, to buy two Pipes of Madeira Wine 
for my own Account, and permitted me to ſtow 
it in the Ship's Hold, Freight free, from India 

It was much about this Time, that, happen- 
ing once to fall into a Converſation about the 
Frolicks of our younger Days; the Captain, a- 
mongſt others, was diverting us with ſome 
Account of his juvenile Pranks, and told us, 
laughing, that he had been fo unmercifully 
handled by an old Rogue of a School-maſter, 
that, ever ſince, the very Sight of a Latin Book 
was almoſt enough to throw him into a Sweat. 
I catched at this favourable Occaſion to put the 
Queſtion to him, and, upon a fair Eclairciſſe- 
ment, I found that he was the very indentica! 
Dick Crabb, I at firſt conjectured. 

We made up to the Iſland of $87. Jago, about 
the 23d of January 1747-8, where the whole 
Fleet watered and victualed ; that done, we 
proceeded towards the Line, where we had 
an Adventure that is too curious to be omit- 
red. 

*Tis an eſtabliſhed Cuſtom amongſt Mariners 
to pay (in the Sea-ſtile) a Bottle and Pound, at 
the firſt Time of paſſing the Equinoctial Line, 
that is, one Bottle of Spirits and one Pound of 
Sugar; failing that to depoſite, in licu thereof, 
Half a Crown for the Benefit of the Ship's Com- 


Pany, 
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pany, otherwiſe to he thrown over the Ship's 
Side by a Rope and duck'd heartily three Times 
in the Sea. The Captain and Officers of the 
Ship were all upon Deck, to tec what Diverſion 
there would be on this Occaſion: But the Peo- 
ple {thoſe I mean who never before had croſſed 
the Line) crowded fo faſt with their Bottles and 
Pounds, that we began to fear nothing would be 
done. At laſt, one Ned Ellithorn, not being 
provided with either, came, according to Cut: 
tom, to make a Tender of his Half Crown in 
the Stead : But the Captain judging, that if he 
eſcaped, we ſhould have no Sport, and beſides, 
having private Reaſons (tor they had differed) 
to make him the Victim of the Day, cauſed his 
Offer to be rejected underhand ; and the poor 
Fellow, with Tears in his Eyes, and in Spite of 
his Cries, was hung up to the * Yard Arm with 
a Rope about his Body, and ſouced thrice into 
the Sea, to the great Diverſion of the Captain, 
and the Company. 

As we lived together without Reſerve, my 
School-fellow's Character open'd upon me more 
and more every Day, in Proportion as we were 
at a greater Diſtance from Eugland; therefore I 
Hall give only two more Specimens of his Hu- 
mour, and then have done. One Day having 
ſome large Pyes at Dinner, and the Captain be- 
ing deſirous to ſce a logging Bout, propoſed to 
one Richard Philips, a Drummer (who had 
the Reputation of a great Stomach) to eat one 
of them up, under the Penalty of running the 
Gantlope, 


From the Yard Arm to the Edge of the Water is, at 
leaſt, eighteen. Yards in Height, and three of the Company's 
Soldiers underwent the {ame Diſcipline at that Time. 


| 
G 


SED 


Gantlop: 2, in caſe he failed. The Fellow readily 
agreed-to the Match; the Pye was then placed 
publickly on the Quar ter-deck, the Fidler or- 
dered to ſtrike up- and the D. ummer fell ſo 
keenly on, that the Pye preſently diſzepprared : 
Upon this the Captain changed Colour, and re- 
tiring inſtantly to his Cabbin. Was taken {0 
fick at the Dilappointment, that he ſent for 
me to adminiſter a Portion of Wormwood 
Draught *. However, meditating a Revenge, 
he cauſed a larger one to be bake: d, and ſend- 
ing for the Hero, Well, Philips, __ i, you 
have flung me once; come to the other Bout, 
'Il venture one Pye more, by G --: But here 
the Drummer unluckily fell ſhort, and, in Re- 
turn, was ſo prettily exerciſed, to cauſe a Di- 
geſtion, round and round the whole Ship, evcry 
Man, with a Rope in his Hand, ! logging him, as 
he paſſed, that the poor Wretch, galled to the 
very Bones, fainted under the Violence of their 
Strokes; then the Captain out of his particular 
Humanity, ordered him a Bumper of Brandy in 
his Preſence, and ſent him quietly away to have 
his ſore Back dreſſed in his Hammock. 

Some Time afterwards, I think, ſay 1 8 to 
ſome of the Gentlemen in the Cabhin, My Fel- 
lows are turned too regular of late --- I love to 
ſee the Dogs miſchievous --- D---n i it, I have a 
vaſt Longing to ſee a flogging Bout---We Fat 
had none now a conſiderble while - Is ther 
no Way to have a little Sport ? ---- But old, 
ſays he, after pauſing a While, I have hit of an 
Expedient that poſitively will do; FI] have our 
tatteſt Pig killed, cauſe her to be curiouſly 

roaired, 

* That was the Captain's common Cordial, when under 
any Indiſpontion. 
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roaſted, and then make Proclamation, That any 
ten Men may dine on her gratis, provided they 
engage and bind themſelves to eat her all up, upon 
Condition that, if they fail, they ſhall be obliged 
to run the Hoop * during my Pleaſure: The Fel- 
lows, continued he, have had no freſh Victuals 
this long Time, and I am of Opinion that a Bit 
of Pig would tempt much nicer Stomachs than 
theirs. Now the Devil's in it if they can eat it 
all up, for I'll venture that it weighs One Hun- 
dred Pounds Weight, at the leaſt. Our Captain 
applauded himſelt ſo highly on this Project, that 
the Company took the Party to humour him in 
his Whim; whereupon he ſent to invite ſeveral 
of his Brother Captains (particularly Captain 
Pierce of the Edgecourt) and ſeveral other*Gen- 
tlemen of his Acquaintence, to aſliſt at the en- 
ſuing Feaſt. Next Day the Pig was roaſted 
whole, with an enormous Pudding ſtuffed in its 
Belly, and Mr. Cook exhauſted all his Skill to 
render it tempting and delicious. But when it 
was ready to be taken off the Spit, and the Cap- 
tain's Pleaſure was made publickly known, What 
Number of Candidates tor a Share of the Pig ! 
I. Sir, I Sir, I Sir. was the general Cry: He 
might have diſpoſed of a Dozen on the ſame 
Terms. The Ship's Muſick ſtriking up, gave 
the Signal for the Onſet, and the Captain's Ser- 
vants in Holland Shirts and Jackets ſtood ready to 
ſerve the Champions. To it they went then 
with great. Fury; but, as their Bellies filled, their 
Zeal abated, till at laſt one of them who had 
over- 

* That is, they were to run round in a Circle, each Per- 


{on ſwitching him who is immediately before, while he is 
flogged in his Turn by the next Perſon behind. 


© —_ 


( 15 ) 


overcrammed himſelf with the Pudding (which 
was purpoſely made very fat and half raw) 
fairly diſgorged. Then the Captain declared 
aloud, that, as it was not all eat up, they had in- 
curred the Penalty, which, by his Order, was 
immediately inflicted with Cat-and-Nine-Tails, 
to the great Joy of the Company, but to my 
great Plague; for what. with Plaiſters for their 
ſore Backs, what with Vomits and Phyſic to 
heal their Stomachs, I had my Hands full of 
them for a whole Fortnight. | 

With the Help of ſuch Sea-faring Paſt-times as 
theſe, we made the Cape of Good Hope, about 
the 15th of April 1748; where the Captain, with 
whom I ſtil] lived in a perfect good Intelligence, 
conferred on me a freſh Obligation, by per- 
mitting me to buy a Hogſhead of Cape Winc, 
on the ſame Terms that I had the Madeira 
above-mentioned. | 

The Reader will pleaſe to obſerve, that I take 
particular Notice of theſe Obligations, as well 
to teſtify my own Sincerity in acknowledging 
them, as to ſet them in a juſt Oppoſition with 
the Captain's After- conduct, that by ſuch a Con- 
traſt he may be the better enabled to judge form 
what Cauſc his ij Treatment of me afterwards 
proceeded. 

We had now left the Cape, and got about an 
hundred Leagues to the Weſtward of it, when 
we parted Company with the Admiral and his 
Fleet; he, as I ſaid before, was bent on a {e- 
cret Expedition, and we being now pretty ate, 
proceeded without Convoy, during the reſt of 
our Voyage; and, on the 2d of Fuly 1748, ar- 
* rived at the Iſland of Madagaſcar. 

E Though 
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Though an able Pen might have diverſified 
this Narration, with hiſtorical and political Re- 
marks, and might even perhaps have diverted 
the Reader in a new and an agreeable Manner; 
yet, I have purpoſely avoided to enter into De- 
ſcriptions of the Countries, af the Coaſts, and 
of the Iſlands which we paſſed. I have likewiſe 
paſſed over in Silence Latitudes and Longi- 
tudes, the Trade-Winds, and Changes of 
Weather, with all the inſipid Detail of imma- 
terial Occurrences, which moſt Seamen value 
themſelves ſo much upon; becauſe, in the firſt 
Place, I do not affect to give any geographical 
Account : Such an Undertaking would require 
more Time, cloſer. Obſervation, and perhaps a 
far greater Capacity than I am Maſter of. Be- 
ſides, What Occaſion is there for it?. Are there 
not Books enough already written profeſſedly on 
theſe Subjects, to which curious Perſons may 
e for further Information on thoſe 
Heads? In the next Place, ſuch a Detail would 
ſwell my Book much beyond the Bounds I have 
preſcribed. For as I do not want to ſpin out 
my Story, in Imitation of ſome late Aurhors, 
from one Volume to another, more than the 
Subject will bear; I judge it quite ſuperfluous 
to box round the whole Compaſs, when I may 
get at my Journey's End, by a directer and a 
ſhorter Road. 

Therefore ſhall proceed, without any Digreſ- 
ſion, to give an Account of what happened at 
Madagaſcar, which I may call the fatal Iſland, 
becauſe here the Sunſhine of the Captain's Fa- 
vour was very ſuddenly and unexpectedly over- 
caſt; and notwithſtanding my utmoſt Endea- 
vours to diſpel the Gloom, did not end, -but in 

a fu- 
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a furious Storm againſt me, the fad Effects of 
which have reduced me under the diſagreea- 
ble Circumſtances I at preſent find myſelf in- 

volved. | 
The Houghton Kaſt-Indiaman (Homeward- 
bound from Bengal) having by Diſtreſs been 
obliged to put in here, Captain Worth, who 
commanded her, came aboard our Ship, and ac- 
quainted us with the piteous Condition of his 
Company, of which he had loſt feveral, and the 
Remainder was in ſuch an infirm and ſickly 
State, that he had found it abſolutely imprac- 
ticable to carry the Ship Home under theſe un- 
favourable Circumſtances; that, to add to his 
Misfortune, his Surgeon had been long ill, which 
had deprived his Men of the Reliet they might 
have expected, had he been in Health, and at 
the Time he was ſpeaking, lay at the Point of 
Death ; that therefore he had come to demand, 
our Aſſiſtance, for the Good of the Service in 
which we were equally engaged: Deſiring in the 
firſt Place, that the Captain would permit me 
to viſit and adminiſter Medicines to his Sick; 
adding, that he would reward me for my Pains, 
and that the ſpeedy Recovery of his Men was 
the only Chance he had of returning timely and 
happily to Europe. I being univerſally recom - 
mended as a careful Man (which appeared from 
my having cured a great many ſick and wound- 
ed People aboard the Durrington, without loſing 
one Man or Boy under my Care ; our Captain 
very readily conſented to ſo reaſonable a Re- 
queſt, and I had Inſtructions to viſit the ZZough- 
ton, as often as neceſſary for the Recoyery of her 
Men. The Day following her Surgeon died, 
ſo that the Care of both Ships Companies, I 
N C 2 mean 
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mean ſo far as concerned their Health, devolved 
intirely upon me : But as my own People need- 
ed my Aſſiſtance but very little at that Time, 
and the Houghton having the Number of Thirty- 
eight ſick and wounded, I had Occaſion to be 
oftener there than aboard my own Ship, *till I 
got her Company on their Legs again, and that 
ſhe was in a Condition to continue her Voyage 
with Safety to England. 

Now that I am on the Chapter of Legs, I 
had almoſt forgot to make Mention of a Female 
Paſſenger, who had a ſore one: And, as J acted 
a Surgeon aboard the Houghton, I could do 
nothing leſs than offer my Service to the Lady. 
But becauſe, on Account ob Decency, it was ne- 
ceſſary we ſhould be alone, and as otherwiſe we 
were very well pleaſed with each other's Conver- 
fation ; it happened perhaps that my Viſits were 
frequent, and ſometimes pretty long, which 
gave Occaſion to ſome over-buſy inquiſitive 
Heads to miſconſtrue my Diligence, and the 
Lady's Gratitude, to a quite different De- 
ſign. ' 

For a long While I bore their Railleries on 


that Subject with much Indifference, nor did 


they cher give her much Pain: But when the 
Rumour became general, and I was ſnarled at 
by every jealous, envious, ill-natur*d Cur in the 
Ship, I judged it high Time to acquaint her of 


it, in Hopes that the Reſpect, due to the Sex, 


might bridle their wicked, ſcandalous, and ca- 
lumnious Tongues. Accordingly it had its 
Effect ; for ſhe ſoon afterwards took Occaſion 
to ſay publickly, That their Jokes ſhould not 


hinder her from entertaining the Doctor, as often 


as ſhe thought fit: That ſhe was highly obliged 
i; to 
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to him, and at leaſt had as good a Right to his 
Viſits as any other Perſon aboardthe Ship : Thar 
he attended them as Patients ; and did he do 
more for her ? Therefore, without being any 
Way diſobliged at their Mirth, ſhe would only 
deſire him, ſhe ſaid, to come ſtill oftener, if 
that could contribute to it. However, though 
this Speech cooled their Spleen for ſome Time, 
I was now and then ſaluted with ----- Well, 
Doctor ; and when pray will this Leg be well ? 
What a deviliſh While you're about it ?---Oh ! 
as to that, ſays another: He is in no Manner of 
Hurry: He knows what he is about: I war- 
rant you, we ſhall have a young Doctor in 
nine Months. 

The Officers of the Houghton, ſeeing Mrs. 
Saunders, for that was the Name of the Lady 
in Queſtion, take my Part ſo warmly, and I ſup- 
poſe, looking upon it as an Invaſion of their 
Property, that I ſhould engroſs ſo much of the 
Converſation of the only (white) Woman aboard 
their Ship, ſet another Engine at werk, to di- 
ſturb our ** She had a Daughter, a 
ſharp prying little Girl for her Years, whom 
they made believe, that I was courting her 
Mamma; and, as Girls are generally mighty 
fond of hearing Courtſhips, we were ſurpriſed 
one Day to ſee Miſs bolt ſuddenly into the 
Cabbin where we were, juſt as I was dre/ing her 


Leg; which as it was quite improper for her to 


be a Witneſs of, her Mamma was provoked at 
her Aſſurance, and deſired me to whip her for 
it : But, upon my declining the Office, ſhe was 
preparing to do it herſelf, when Miſs took full 
Speed to her Heels ; and, I ſuppoſe, full of the 
Notions, of Courtſhip, which had N 

en 
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been inſtilled into her before-hand, and per- 


haps ſurpriſed at the Novelty of the Poſture it 


was neceſſary we ſhould be in, called out before 
all the People on Deck : See! fee ! The Doctor 
is kiſſing my Mamma in the Cabbin, with her 
Coats over her Head. The Simplicity of the 
Girl, you may be ſure, afforded no ſmall En- 
tertainment to all the Hearers: They were 
ready to burſt with Laughing : And, as fome 
People are very induſtrious in propagating 
Scandal, the News was immediately conveyed 
aboard the Durrington ; and, amongſt others, to 
the Ears of Captain Crabb, who from that Inſtant 
(I knew not then upon what Account) conceived 
an implacable Hatred to me, and never ceaſed 
to harraſs and to perſecute me, under a thou- 
ſand frivolous Pretences afterwards. 

I read a Declaration of War in his Looks, the 
very firſt Time J entered the Cabbin : He had 
Juſt ſat down to Dinner ; and, the Moment L 
appeared, he flung the Soup-ſpoon (with which 
he was helping the Company) with great Vio- 
lence on the Floor, muttering ſeveral ſhocking 
Expreſſions, which I could underſtand, though 
they did not ſeem directly levelled at me. 
However, I dined ; though I cannot well ſay, 
with an extreme good Appetite : For I was ap- 
prehenſive of the ill Conſequences of having a 
Difference with theCaptain. On the other Hand, 
as I was not conſcious of having done him any 
Prejudice, neither could I prevent the idle 
Tittle-tattle whiſpered about the Ship, I af- 
fected to take no manner of Notice; but, as it 


was by his own Deſire, that I firſt went aboard 
the Houghton, I continued my Viſits there as 


formerly, 


by 
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By this Time, the News of our Amour (as 
they were pleaſed to call it) was ſpread over all 
the Ships in the Road; ſo that, go where I 
would, I was roaſted in all Companies: But the 
Houghton's People out-did every Thing to 
plague and perſecute me. You muſt know, 
Miſs had been taken to Taſk for her unſeaſonable 
Intruſion ; ſo that the next Thing they went a- 
bout, was to bore Holes in the Wainſcot, which 
they pegg'd up *till ſuch Time as I ſhould go 
down to the Cabbin ; but, unluckily for them, I 
ſmelt the Joke, and they were diſappointed. 

At laſt, however, their Tricks and Innuendoes 

uite tired me out; and I began to conſider, 
that though they had no Reaſon nor Authority 
for what they did, it was beſt to deſiſt, as well 
for the Sake of the Lady's Reputation, as my 
own Repoſe. Beſides, now that her Leg was 
really perfectly cured, and the Ship's Company 
moſtly recovered, I, in Fact, had much leſs Oc- 
caſion to go there, and certainly would have de- 
ſiſted ſooner, only that I would not ſuffer my- 
ſelf to be worried out of he Ship. 

From this Time my Viſits became leſs fre- 
quent, and, in their Turn, Mr. Alexander May 
and Mr. Bean Bradley, firſt and ſecond Mates ot 
the Houghton, came to lee me, in Company with 
Mr. Roſewel and Mr. Male, who were Paſſen— 
gers. It happened, that, as we were walking 
the Quarter-Deck, Mr. May caſt his Eyes on 
the Articles of War, which were palted on the 
Bulk- head of the Cabbin, and enquired very ſe- 
riouſly for what Purpoſe they were there: Some 
of the Officers anſwered, That Captain Crabs 
had cauſed them to be ſtuck up there for the 
Information of the Men ; and that one Anthony 

Lucas, 


| 


he had always behaved like an able and diligent 
Officer, and was univerſally reſpected as a 
worthy honeſt Man. 


(22 
Lucas, a Midſhipman, read them publickly, 
by his Orders, once every Month. May ap- 
peared ſurpriſed at ſuch a Novelty aboard an 

Zaſt-Indaman; but more ſo, when he was told, 

that theCaptain had declared to the wholeShip's 

Company, that he had as much Power to hold 
Courts-Martial, and execute their Sentence, as 
any Admiral in England, eſpecially if three Cap- 
tains of Eaſt-Indiamen were preſent. May and 
his Company treated this Declaration with the 


Ridicule it deſerved : But the others defending 5 % 
it, there enſued a Diſpute, whether a Trading i 
Company (ſuch as the Eaft-India is) could de- b 


rive a Power, to any Number of their Captains [ 
whatever, to try any Fellow - ſubject at all: And 
whether it was not rather an impudent Uſurpa- 
tion of the Right of the Royal Navy, which 
deſerved to be properly repreſented: And ſome 
Expreſſions being unwarily dropped, that gave 
Offence to Crabb's Officers, they were like to 
come to high Words, when J interpoſed; and 
to put an End to the Diſpute, begged of Mr. 
May and his Company, to come eff the Quarter- 
Deck, and go along with me. 

Poor May little knew this Raillery would coſt 
him ſo dear: For it nettled Crabb to ſuch a 
Degree, that when the Ships came Home to 
England, what with his own Intereſt, and his 
Brother's, who belongs to the Eaft- India Office) 
he was repreſented in ſuch a Light to the Court 
of Directors, that the poor Gentleman was 
turned out of the Service, notwithſtanding that 


When 
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When we were alone, I very frankly told 
them (for I did not chuſe to do it before) that, 
in my Opinion, Captain Crabb had no Manner 
of Right to bring even the Under Cook's Scul- 
lion to a Court-Martial, for any Miſbchaviour 
Whatever : Nor had the Articles of Wat any Re- 
lation to Perſons in the Eaft- India Company's 
Service ; for that they were hired, and not pro- 
perly enliſted; and, inſtead of ſerving the Crown, 
were the Servants of a trading Company only. in 
Fact, the Newcaſtle Colliers might, with equal 
Reaſon, have aſſumed that Privilege ; nay, and 
with moreJuſtice too, conſidering how neceſſary, 
and how ſerviceable are their Coals, for the very 
Support of human Life ; and how very unne- 
ceſſary and ſuperfluous are the Toys and Trum- 
pery generally brought from the Zaft-[ndiis. 

It appeared unreaſonable to me, that the 
Power of Life and Death ſhould be lodged in 
the Breaſts of Perſons, who poſſibly might nei- 
ther have Probity, nor Capacity enough to con- 


duct it with Juſtice ; but ddwnright ſhocking 


to ſee it veſted in any one Man; who, cither for 
the Gratification of his Paſſions, or tor the In- 
tereſt of his Fortune, might moſt often find ic 
turn to his Account, to render it capital. : 

*T was therefore an Innovation that I could by 
no Means digeſt, not only becauſe I knew it was 


2 Picce of Arrogance that highly deſerved Cen- 


lure ; but, in ſuch a Caſe, one is naturally ap- 
prehenſive of the Uſe that may be made of it, 
in regard to one's Self; tho' 1 never preſaged 


that it would have been puſhed to ſuch an ex- 
traordinary Length in my Cate, as atterwards 


happened. 


» 


D X But 
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But Captain Crabb to a Wantonneſs of Cruelty 


in his Temper, joined an extreme Degree of Va- 


nity and Pride ; and as he either was born a 
great Lover of Flogging, or elſe wanted to make 
Repriſals for what he had ſuffered, when he 
was a Boy. at School, under Old Whilding ; 
he endeavoured by all Means to have that 
Gratification in his own Power, whenever he 
would. For this Purpoſe he had contrived ſe- 
veral new Methods ; but, as he wanted to give 
them the Sanction of Authority, he uſed to be 
very aſſiduous in attending Courts-Martial, while 
under the Admiral's Convoy ; by which he had 
acquired, God knows, but a very ſlender Know- 
ledge, tho' a great Deal of Ambition, to hold 
ſome of his own. 'Tis true, there were Soldiers 
and Marines belonging to the Admiral's Expedi- 
tion on Board all the E- India Ships, excepting 
two, Which were the Durrington and the Siret- 
ham, and as there often are Diſputes between 
the King's Soldiers on Board the Eaſt-Indiamen, 
and the Eaſt-India Company's Soldiers and Sea- 
men, there were ſeveral Courts-Martial held, at 
which Crabò, by the Admiral's Favour, not 
ex Officio, but ex Honore, aſſiſted, and immedi- 
ately took it into his Head that he had a Power 
to hold a Court-Martial, whenever he pleaſed, 
becauſe he happened to be furniſhed with a Let- 
ter of Marque ; and this Notion of his was ſo 
much ſtrengthened by the Concurrence of fome 


oi his Brother Captains, as wiſe as himſelf, that 


he uſed frequently to call aloud to-his Ship's 
Company, If any of you ſhall be guilty of any 
Thing contained in the Articles, by G-—d I 
will immediately call a Court-Martial, and have 


you flogged. | 
a But 
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But the Joke is, that theſe continual Menaces 
ſo far intimidated the Ship's Company, and kept 
them ſo much in Awe, that he was like to have 
been grievouſly diſappointed at laſt; and, as you 
have ſeen, was forced to cajole them into a flog- 
ging Bout, wich the Temptations of Pudding and 
Roaſt Pig, 

Poſſibly I may be miſtaken in what I am 
going to ſay, That the Meaning of a Court- 
Martial is a Court of War (for fo the Term ap- 


pears to me to import.) If ſo, it never can with 


Propriety be applied to a Trading Ship, for 
Trade depends on Peace: And the Intent of a 
Letter of Marque is to encourage Merchants 
Ships to aſſiſt the Crown in annoying the Ene- 
my, thro' the Hepes of Gain; that is to ſay, 


they may cither attack, or let it alone, Juſt as 


they will, for there's no Obligation; only, in caſe 
they ſhould meet an Occaſion of itriking a ſafe 
Fr the Crown indemnifies them of the Con- 


Tequences ; -for it would be Piracy elfe ;---and 
Ao the Bargain gives them the Booty for their 


Pains. Conſequently, is there a Competition in 
any Shape between theſe who occaſionally attack 
a weak Prey, purely for the Sake of Plunder, and 
thoſe who face the greateſt Dangers, for the Ser- 
vice and Honour of their Country, at all Ha- 
Zards, and at all Times? 

But here was a Fleet of Eaſt- Indiamen, without 


Controul, and ſubject to the Cognizance of none 


that could call them to an immediate Account. 
And ſome of their Captains, to ſupport their ar- 
bitrary Principles, were determined to counte- 
nance one another in the moſt unjuſtifiab! e Pro- 
ceedings, of which I had, when in my own Per- 
{on, a, moſt notorious Inſtance, when Cradb's 
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Fury againſt me, which hitherto in a Manner 


had been dormant, broke out in an open Rup- 
ture on the following ridiculous Occafion. 

As] ſaid before, I called off Mr. May and his 
Company, for fear they ſhould embroil them- 
ſelves in a Quarrel ; and, to drown all that was 
paſt, I invited them to drink plentifully of my 
Cape Wine. But, by the Time they were got 
merry, they, as it were, with one Conſent, 
turned the Tables againſt me, and began to ban- 
ter me moſt unmercifully on the Subject of Mrs. 
Saunders, which now for ſeveral Reaſons I could 
not well bear, and therefore would have turned 
the Converſation another Way: But my Per- 
plexity .only heightened the wicked Pleaſure 
they took in tormenting me with The young 
Doctor, in nine Months, &c. and other Expreſ- 
ſions of that Sort, that I loſt all Patience at laſt, 
and anſwered, ſurlily, That, if it ſhould be ſo, 
What Buſineſs was it of theirs, or other Words 
to the ſame Effect, which at preſent I neither 
can recollect, nor do! believe they gave any At- 
tention to, for I know they had no Intention to 
prejudice me. But this Part of our Converſa- 
tion being overheard by one Alexander Bruce, a 


Very PIO. buſy Fellow, he ran full Speed 
tot 


Captain with the News, wanting to curry 
Favour, I ſuppoſe; but baſely twifted my Ex- 
preſſions 1 in ſuch a Manner, that he made it out a 
, downright Defamation of Mrs. Saunders's Cha- 


racter, a Thing I-had never once dreamed of in 
my Life. Upon which the Captain ſent imme- 


diately for me; and like a Man poſſeſſed with all 


the Furies : *Tis you then, ſays he, that has given 
out ſcandalous Reports concerning Mrs. Saun- 


ders, for which, by G--d, Il] turn you out of my 
Cabbin, 


i: ES 
n 


„ 


Cabbin, and from off the Quarter Deck, beſore 


the Maſt, nor will ſuffer you to ſet a Foot in the 
Steerage, nor ſo much as to eaſe yourſelf where 


the Officers do; and was in ſuch a violent Paſ- 
ſion, that he would not hear one ſingle Word I 


had to ſay. From that very Moment I was put 


to my Shifts, having never been allowed to dine 
with the Captain, or ſet a Foot in the Cabbin, 
the Steerage, or on the Quarter Deck: And what 
was {till worſe, the Captain's Steward acquaint- 
ed me, that his Maſter had given him ſtrict Or- 
ders not to give me one Bit of Victuals or Drop 
of Water, at his Peril. . 

What Miſchief may one Woman occaſion ! 
Tis true, I knew he bore me a Grudge on her 


Account ; of that I had ſeveral Times 1 the moſt. 


plain and ſenſible Proofs ; but that his Paſſion 
would have hurried him. to ſuch a Length of 
Outrage and Abuſe, was more than I could have 


believed. For what other Connection had I with 
| oy t. Crabb than as a Surgeon aboard his Ship? 


My priva Conduct, ſuppoſing it blameable, or 
haracter, ſuppoſing it bad, was any Body's 
5 as much as his, ſo long as I performed 
the Duties of my Station with Fidelity and Dili- 
gence; there only I was reſponſible to him; but 
that even his Malice never dared to cenſyre. 
Beſides what Buſineſs had he with Mrs. Saunders ? 
Was ſhe his Wife? His Siſter ? Or was ſhe any 
way related to him at all? Or was it that he had 
a Mind to her himſelf; and therefore endea- 
voured to bring me under Diſgrace with her, and 
Diſcredit with the whole World, on Purpoſe to 
make room for himſelf ; 


..., That 


% 


©.) 
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That this was the Caſe, is quite out of all 
Doubt. Beſides, I had remarked of late, that 
our Captain was of a very amorous Conſtitution. 
He very frequently uſed to go aſhgre, and ap- 
peared ſo extremely fond of the black Wenches 
of the Country, that he could never be eaſy, till 
all his Ship's Company had experimentally juſti- 


fied his Taſte. -For this Purpoſe he prevailed on 
the Black King of Baba *, to fend ſeveral Boats 


full of Women aboard our Ship. They, poor 
Girls, were much leſs ſaucy than the Jades of 


London, never would accept of any Money, for 


they are ignorant of its Uſe in that Country ; 
but they were mighty fond of Beads, Buckles, 
Glaſſes, Toys, and all Manner of Hard- Ware, 
particularly of Braſs Buttons; and, as this laft 
was Chiefly the Coin in which the Sailors paid 
their Miſtreſſes, when we came to a general 
Muſter, before our Departure, there were ſo 


very few left aboard the Ship, that the Men 


were forced to tie up their Trowzers and Jackets 
with Rope-Yarn : Nor did the Captain himſelf 
eſcape, for ſeveral Buttons were miſſing Þ off his 
Breeches, which, it is ſuppoſed, were pilfered 
by one of the Black Prince's Concubines, with 
whom he uſed to walk in the Woods. I was the 
only Perſon who preſerved all my Buttons in- 
tire, which being obſerved by old Gillis, the 
Captain's Cook, he roared out with a great 
Laugh, Huzza for the Doctor; he a white Girl, 
and we a Black. 4 

; But 


* The Name of a petty Prince on the Coaſt of Mada - 
gaſcar. : 


+ As Jen Tyler, his own Taylor, can teſtify, 
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But my Mate fared worſt of any, for he loſt 
Buttons, Cloaths, Shirt, and all, even to his 
Lancet Caſe. 

When I found ſuch indifferent Entertainment 
at Home, I immediately went aboard the Zough- 
ton; and, going down to the Cabbin, Mrs. Saun- 
ders acquainted me with every Thing that had 
paſſed, with this Addition, that Crabb was ſtill 
endeavouring to prevail on her, as indeed he had 
been for ſome Time, to go Paſſenger with him 
from Madagaſcar to Bombay, and from thence 
to England; which, at laſt, ſhe was for ſeveral 
Reaſons, I know, almoſt determined to do. 
But ſhe expreſſed her Uneaſineſs, that our Dif- 
ference had gone ſuch a Length, for that he had 
threatened to uſe me extremely ill, which, ſhe 
ſaid, ſhe would do her beſt to prevent. And then, 
by my Deſire, ſhe made a public Declaration, 
before Captain Worth, Mr. May, and ſeveral 
others, that ſhe believed the Expreſſions laid to 
my Charge, touching her Character, were ab- 
ſolutely falſe ; that ſhe neither knew nor ap- 
proved of the Captain's Proceedings againſt me 
on that Account: On the contrary, ſhe believed 
me to be the beſt Friend ſhe had in the World; 


as a Proof of which, ſhe inſiſted, before them 


all, that I ſhould have Admittance to her, as 
uſual, whenever I came aboard, 

Here the Reader may plainly diſcover the 
Tendency of all the Captain's Proceedings. He 


wanted Mrs. Saunders to go Paſſenger in his Ship, 


in which he had propoſed to her ſeveral Ad- 
vantages. Bur firſt, he wanted to break off my 


Correſpondence with her: To bring that about, 
it was neceſſary to have one Pretence or another 
for uſing. me ill, as he had no real Cauſe :---And, 


In 


Oc — W 0 


399 


2 — — we 


— 


4 


ee a 


3 
— SEE 


2 


— A 
= 2 
* 


— 


(30) 


inſtead of a better, ſerved himſelf with this, 
which happened firſt to come to Hand: But as 
he knew that it was but ſha!low, at the beſt, and 
eaſily ſcen through, he endeavoured to bring a 
Party to his Side, by inveighing againſt me con- 


tinually aboard, and by encouraging his People 


to affront me at Home; ſo that every Day pro- 
duced new Inſults. For Inſtance, as I was once re- 
turning from the Houghton, one of the Mates, 
ſeeing the People, as uſual, man the Ship's Side, 
for me to come aboard, called out in my Hear- 
ing, D n your B—— d, come in, don't 
ſtand manning the Side there for the Doctor 
he is not worthy of--- Which, in other Words, 
was a direct Refuſal to let me come aboard. 
But the People, whom I always uſed very well, 


' ſtood my Friends, at that Juncture, and ſeemed 


to take no Notice of what he ſaid. However, 
knowing that this came from Captain Crabb, and 
fearing, as moſt People love to court Power, but 
fly Perſons in Diſtreſs, that I ſhould ſoon have 
no Body left to do me the leaſt friendly Office, I 
made ſeveral Offers for an Accommodation, bur 
found none would be liſtened to, unleſs I wil- 
fully accuſed myſelf of Scandal, Calumny, and 
Detraction. Upon which I made a Reſolutipn 
to weather it out, let the Conſequence be what 


it would: But then ſuch numberleſs Difficulties 
daily occurred, that it was impoſſible to hold 
out much longer. At laſt, through Force of 


Hunger and ill Uſage, I determined to make 
a formal Submiſſion ; and, without falſly accu- 


- ſing myſelf of every Thing laid to my Charge, 


only to confeſs my Fault in general Terms of 
Penitence and Humility ; which, upon Conſide- 


5 (38) 

ration, I judged would be moſt effectually tranſ- 
mitted by Dr. Luſbington, a Clergyman, and 
Paſſenger aboard the Stretham, (Captain Pin- 
nel) thinking that it would have the more 


Weight in paſſing through ſuch reverend 


Hands. 


The following is a Copy of the Letter, I 
wrote to him on that Occaſion : 


9 


A S you are an utter Stranger to me (though 
4 erhaps not to the Folly of my Proceed- 
ings) if do not know how this may be re- 
ceived, nor can I well expect your Aſſiſtance, 
as I have been guilty of ſo much Impru- 
dence. Nevertheleſs I am in Hopes of finding 
ſome Compaſſion from you, though perhaps 
I may not deſerve it. Then, dear Sir, if you 
can poſſibly pity a Man under the deepeſt 
Affliction, and who ſincerely repents of his 
Folly ; for G---'s Sake, ſhew it now, and 
intercede with Captain Crabb, to forget what 


was paſt, and admit me once more to his Con- 


fidence. When I expreſſed myſelf ſo impru- 
dently, I was ſomewhat in Liquor; but could 
not have believed any Perſon would have been 
ſo malicious as to take Advantage of me at ſuch 
a Time, and in ſuch a Manner. I have a Wite 
and Family, whoſe daily Prayers are for my 
ſafe and ſpeedy Return, to whom this Affair 
muſt be inevitably known if it continues as it 
is; which will greatly add to my Troubles: 
Therefore, for their Sakes, as well as mine, I 
deſire you'll do your Endeavours to ſilence it, 

; > 5 and 


and reinſtate me in the Captain's Favour. 
I am, 


SIR, 
Your meft obedient 


Madagaſcar, And reſpetful humble Servant, 
Auguſt 8, - 


FO WILLIAM WILLS. 


4 


Nothing in this World can vex a Perſon 
more, than after he has humbled himſelf to 
make pitiful Submiſſions, to ſee himfelf tram- 
pled on the more upon their Account ; I had 
verily believed the good Doctor would have be- 


- ſtirred himſelf for any Perſon living, who had 


acknowledged his Fault, with half the Sorrow 
and Concern I expreſſed ; but I was miſtaken. 
His Buſineſs was to preach and pray, and to 


ſhew People the Road to the other World; 


leaving it tothemſelves to ſcramble through this, 
as they can. I ſuppoſe, had I gone to him with 
a Caſe of Conſcience, he would have had Intereſt 
enough to have ſettled the Affair preſently : 
But was ſo dubious-of his Influence with Crabb, 
that really upon ſerious Conſideration, it was 
not worth riſking a Dinner. But hold, here 
comes his Anſwer, a firſt-rate Favour, I aſſure 
you, conſidering from whoſe Hands it comes. 
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Am very much concerned, that I foreſee 
I ſo little Probability of ſucceeding in your 
Cauſe, (1 am very ſorry for that) as there is 
no Argument I can pollibly make uſe of in 
your Favour, but what may be retorted with 
equal, if not more Weight againſt you. (Say you 


fo?) You muit give me Leave to ſay, (Go on 


pray) That there is no Excuſe can be alledged 
on your Side. {That's hard.) The beſt one 
can do (There's a good Friend now) is to alarm 
the Humanity of Captain Crabb, (Of which to 
be ſure he has @ vaſt deal) by painting the 
domeſtic Trouble it will occaſion in your 
Family, (Aye, that will do) as well as the 
publick Stain that will, for ſome Time at leaſt, 
he on your Character. (Stronger ſtill.) But 
will it not then be readily anſwered? ( Mop 
be fo) Have you not, without any Provoca- 
tion, injured a Lady's Reputation, (There's 
the Devil) and raiſed a Diſtreſs in her Cha- 
racter, ſuperior to any Thing that can beta] 
your's? (To be ſure.) The lame Humanity 
(Again) that might induce him to torgive 
you, calls upon him to exert his Reſcnt- 
ment againſt you (Alas !) in Favour of an 
innocent helpleſs Woman. (Poor Woman) 


Upon the beſt Judgment that I can form at 


ſo ſhort a Warning, (Tis Pity you had no 
longer Time) give me Leave to propole it 
to you as my Advice, (Let's hear) That you 
would of yourſelf offer to make a Rec2nta- 
tion (Indeed) of what you have ſaid againtt 
Mrs. Saunders's Honour upon the Quarcer- 
Decks;gf the. three Ships. (Very modeſt uit ! ) 
This appears to me to be the only Attone- 

E 2 ment 
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ment you can make her; (Ss) and will, no 
Doubt, when urged in your Favour to your 

Captain, ſatisfy in ſome Meaſure, his Reſent- 
ment, as it is only founded on the Injury (No- 
thing elſe !) you have done a Lady's Character. 

I ſhould gladly ſerve you in this Affair, (if not 
too much Trouble) and will do it, if you will 
put it in my Power. (By making myſelf a Vil- 
lain.) I am, 


. 
Your moſt bumble Servant, 


SHERLOCK LUSKINGTON, 

The pretty Letter! If the Doctor had ſhort 
Warning, he certainly took great Pains : Why, 
*tis enough to furbiſh out a Piece of a Ro- 
mance : -=-- That you would offer to make a public 
Recantation upon the Quarter-Decks of the three 
Ships; ---I wonder he did not rather preſcribe 
the Sackcloth Gown, and then he might in Cha- 
rater have made one in the Proceſſion, and ex- 
horted me to Penance in Pontificalibus : --- This 
Attonement will ſatisfy his Reſentment--only found- 
ed upen the Injury you've done a Lady's Cha- 
rafter : --- Bleſs me! What a gallant Fellow 
this Crabb muſt be ? --- How bravely he ſtands 
up for the Ladies ? --- Could Don Quixote him- 
ſelf, think ye, vie with N in Proweſs, to ſuc- 
cour diſtreſſed Damſels? 

To be ſure this Letter gave me vaſt Comfort: 
The Doctor had not gone to the Captain, that 
would have been too much Trouble: Beſides, 


„ Man was really fat Want of Exerciſe--an 
indulgent 
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:ndulgent Wife -and then the Water: Oh! he 
never would truſt Providence there, but when 
he could not help it.“ So when I found 
nothing could be done that Way, I reſolved to 
addreſs Captain Pinnel, which I did much in 
the ſame Terms as 1 did to the Doctor; there- 
fore need nut repeat it, but will only tranicribe 
the Captain's Anſwer. 


Ship Stretham, Aug. 11. 1748. 


SIX, 


Have received your's by the Houghton's- 
Boat, and am very ſorry that you have 
" acted fo imprudently as to occaſion your Diſ- 
grace. You may be aſſured, that if I can be 
of any Service in making Reconciliation be- 
tween your Captain and you, I ſhall takt a 
Pleaſure in doing of it. I have indeed al- 
ready mentioned to him, That you are 
{enſibly convinced of your Fault, and heartily 
ſorry for it; and that you are. ræady to make 
any Acknowledgment to him on Mrs. Saun— 
ders's Account : But at prelent, he is lo pro- 
vok'd at you, for the. great Abuſe the poor 
Woman has receiv'd, that he would hearken 
to nothing I could ſay to mitigate his Anger. 
[ believe he will expect a public Recan- 
tation of every Thing you have ſaid (7he 
Doctor again,) to the Prejudice of her Cha- 
racter, which I think you ought to do, the 
ſooner the better; after which, I hope, your 
| Beta - 


I hope the Doctor, who is now in Town, will excuſe 
my Freedom; a Man reduced to Extremicies by the Ma- 
lice and Artifice of his Enemies, has no Meaſures to keep, 
but only to make the World his Friend, by th: Sincerity 
and Impartiality of his Relations, 
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Behaviour will be ſuch, as once more to gain 
your Captain's Good-will: And you may de- 
pend, that whenever Opportunity offers for 
me to intercede for you, I will not neglect it. 
Mr. and Mrs. Luſbington have both promiſed 
me their Aſſiſtance; and I heartily hope, 
that in Time we ſhall be able to perſuade 
him to forgive every Thing that is paſt. 
I am, 
SI X, 
Tour's, &c. 


4 W. PINNEIL. 


Upon comparing theſe two Letters, I was 
very certain, that Captain Pinnel had been at 
the Doctor's Elbow, to dictate that Paſſage 
touching the Recantation; for Pinnel and Crabb 
were very intimate Cronies ; and, I] ſuppoſe, up- 
on the Doctor's Receipt of my Letter, Pinnel 
had adviſed him to make ſuch an Anſwer, as he 
knew would be moſt agreeable to Crabs. 
Which the Doctor, to do him Juſtice, might 
eaſily have been perſuaded to do, in Regard he 
was entirely a Stranger to the Aﬀair: Other- 
wife a Man of his Character and good Senſe 
muſt have been the likelieſt Perſon to have diſ- 
ſuaded them from ſo unjuſtifiable and unprece- 
dented a Step, as he certainly muſt have known, 
that Captain Crabb, nor no Captain whatſoever 
had any Right to impoſe baſe Conditions on me, 
ſuppoſing even that their Allegations had been 
all true; much leſs to deny me the Proviſions 
and Conveniencies which the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany, his Maſters as well as mine, allot to 
Perſons of my Profeſſion in their Service. * 
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My laſt Reſource then was Captain Mort, 
whom I always found to be a good-natured, ſen- 
fible, honeſt Man. The Story of the Recanta- 
tion aboard the three Ships aſtoniſhed him pro- 
digiouſly : But ſays he, they dare not do it: --- 
*Tis impoſſible :--- They muſt be in Joke. J an- 
ſwered, that it was ſuch a Joke, as I believed 
would coſt me my Life: For I was really ap- 
prehenſive the Captain would cauſe me to be 
murdered, which even would be a gentle Fate, 
in Compariſon of being ſtarved to Death : And 
that was very likely to happen, as foon as we 
were out at Sea, if he continued to refuſe me 
my Share of Proviſions, as I could not then 
have any Aſſiftance out of the Ship, and could 
not expect that any Body there would help me, 
for fear of his Reſentment, which might prove 
as fatal to them, as it was likely to do to me. 
I therefore deſired, that, as we were to part 
Company in a few Days, he would carry me 
Home with him in his Ship: That he might 
make his own Terms, and I would from that 
Minute quit the Service.---Captain Worth made 
Anſwer, That he had petitioned both Crabb 
and Pinnel in Writing (as is the Cuſtom, when 
a Ship is in Diſtreſs) but the very Day before, 
to let him have one of their Surgeons, or Sur- 

geons Mates, to take Care of his Ship's Com- 
pany, but that both the one and the other had 
been refuſed :--- That he could not be anſwerable 
to take me Home without my Captain's Conſent, 
which he knew could not be obtained; therefore 
it was in Vain to think of it: That other wiſe 
| he would very joyfully accept of my Offer, both 
2 on my Account and his own ; for that he fore- 
ſaw the Inconveniencies of wanting a Surgeon, 


the 
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Behaviour will be ſuch, as once more to gain 
your Captain's Good-will : And you may de- 
pend, that whenever Opportunity offers for 
me to intercede for you, I will not neglect it. 
Mr. and Mrs. Luſbington have both promiſed 
me their Aſſiſtance ; and I heartily hope, 
that in Time we ſhall be able to perſuade 
him to forgive every Thing that is paſt. 
I am, 
SI X, 
Tour's, &c. 


W. PIxNEI. 


Upon comparing theſe two Letters, I was 
very certain, that Captain Pinnel had been at 
the Doctor's Elbow, to dictate that Paſſage 
touching the Recantation; for Pinnel and Crabb 
were very intimate Cronies ; and, I ſuppoſe, up- 
on the Doctor's Receipt of my Letter, Pinnel 
had adviſed him to make ſuch an Anſwer, as he 
knew would be moſt agreeable to Crabs. 
Which the Doctor, to do him Juſtice, might 
eaſily have been perſuaded to do, in Regard he 
was entirely a Stranger to the Affair: Other- 


wiſe a Man of his Character and good Senſe 


muſt have been the likelieſt Perſon to have diſ- 
ſuaded them from ſo unjuſtifiable and unprece- 
dented a Step, as he certainly muſt have known, 
that Captain Crabb, nor no Captain whatſoever 
had any Right to impoſe baſe Conditions on me, 
ſuppoſing even that their Allegations had been 
all true; much leſs to deny me the Proviſions 


and Conveniencies which the Eaſt-India Com- 


pany, his Maſters as well as mine, allot to 
Perſons of my Profeſſion in their Service. 1 
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My laſt Reſource then was Captain Worth, 
whom I always found to be a good-natured, ſen- 
fible, honeſt Man. The Story of the Recanta- 
tion aboard the three Ships aſtoniſhed him pro- 
digiouſly : But ſays he, they dare not do it: --- 
*Tis impoſſible :---They muſt be in Joke. I an- 
ſwered, that it was ſuch a Joke, as I believed 
would coſt me my Life: For J was really ap- 
prehenſive the Captain would cauſe me to be 
murdered, which even would be a gentle Fate, 
in Compariſon of being ſtarved to Death: And 
that was very likely to happen, as foon as we 
were out at Sea, if he continued to refuſe me 
my Share of Proviſions, as I could not then 
have any Aſſiſtance out of the Ship, and could 
not expect that any Body there would help me, 
for fear of his Reſentment, which might prove 
as fatal to them, as it was likely to do to me. 
I therefore deſired, that, as we were to part 
Company in a few Days, he would carry me 
Home with him in his Ship: That he might 
make his own Terms, and I would from that 
Minute quit the Service.---Captain Worth made 
Anſwer, That he had petitioned both Crabs 
and Pinnel in Writing (as is the Cuſtom, when 
a Ship is in Diſtreſs) but the very Day betore, 
to let him have one of their Surgeons, or Sur- 
geons Mates, to take Care of his Ship's Com- 
pany, but that both the one and the other had 
been refuſed :--- That he could not be anſwerable 
to take me Home without my Captain's Conſent, 
which he knew could not be obtained ; therefore 
it was in wain to think of it: That otherwite 
he would very joyfully accept of my Offer, both 
on my Account and his own; for that he fore- 
ſaw the Inconveniencies of wanting a Surgeon, 


the 
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the remaining Part of his Voyage. Afterwards 
he thanked me publickly tor curing his Men, 
adding, that had it not been for me, he ſhould 
not have known how to carry his Ship Home. 
Thea he gave me the Value of 37/7. 16s. for my 
Trouble, viz. his Note of Hand tor 27 /. 6s. and 
a Bill for 100. 106. drawn on Thomas Hall, Eſq; 

the Ship's Huſband, both which were paid when 
they became due. 

A few Days afterwards Dr. Lufhington and 
Captain Pinnel came on Board the Durrington, 
while Crabb was out of the Way, but J ſup- 
poſe on Purpoſe, and by his Deſire. They 
brought with them a kind of a Certificate, and 
went into the great Cabbin, when Mr. Harvey, 
our firit Mate, called me to them, and, after a 
Harangue from the Doctor, and a few Prelimi- 
naries from the Captain, they opened their Com- 
miſſion, and delivered their Certificate to me, 
which J read, and is as follows: 


This is to certify, to all the Ships Compa- 
nies, That I Milliam Wills have ſpoken 
a great many villainous Sayings to the 
Injury of Mrs. Saunders's Character, and 
I know them to be erroneoully falſe, and 
before you all I aſk her Pardon, and am 
ſorry for it *. 


[ objected very ſtrongly to the Expreſſions of 


this Certificate, which they expected I would 
have ſigned; but I told them, that, though I. 


was willing to do any Thing in Reaſon for the 
| Sake 


* Mr. Edward Gordon, Parſer, (who is now in Town) 
will teſtify, that he highly approved of my Refulal to ſign 
this Certificate. 
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Sake of Peace, and much obliged to them for 
the Trouble they had taken to make a Reconcilia- 
tion, I could never conſent to ſo diſhonourable a 


Thing, as to put my Hand-writing to a down- 


right Untruth z and by acknowledging, that I 
had ſpoken a great many villainous Sayings, own 
myſelf publickly a Villain, in the Face of the 
World. That the Certificate was by much too 
harſhly expreſſed; and that, if they would miti- 
gate it, I would likewiſe make Conceſſions on my 
Side; but that, as it ſtood, I neither would ſign 
it, nor own it to be true, becauſe I was not con- 
fcious of having ſcandalized, or calumniated, 
either the Character of Mrs. Saunders, or of any 
Perſon elſe. Then I propoſed to word a Certi- 
ficate, ſomewhat in the following Terms : 


This is to certify to all whom it concerns, 
Tuaat, if I William Wills have ever ſaid. 
any Thing diſreſpectful or injurious to 
the Reputation of Mrs. Saunders, in any 
Shape, to the beſt of my Knowledge 
and Remembrance, I never deſigned it 
as fuch ; on the contrary, have a great 
Reſpect and Eſteem for her, which I am 
rely to teſtify to the Perſons who ever 

heard me ſay any Thing relating to her, 
or to any other Perſons whatever, who 
will take the Trouble to aſk me the 
Queſtion. 5 5 


But this again in their Opinion was too mild, 
and was too inadequate a Reparation for the 
ſuppoſed Injuries ſhe had received; ſo that, after 
4 good deal of Talk, they went away, without 
being able to come to any Reſolution, 


What 
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What a Fuſs was here about nothing at all f 
Was it not ſtrange that Captain Crabb, and, by his 
Inſtigation, Dr. Luſpington and Captain Pinne! 
ſhould give themſelves ſo much Trouble about 
the Reputation of a Woman, who was no way 
ſollicitous about it herſelf, nor ſeemed to think 
it was in the leaſt Danger, from any Thing I 
would ſay ? On the contrary, who blamed and 
diſapproved of his Proceedings on that Account. 
In Fact, the Method he took, under Pretence 
of befriending her, ſerved only to make himſelf 
be laughed at, and her the Joke of every Body who 
knew any Thing of the Matter. But now, that he 
had ſet out in a ridiculous Affair, his Pride, and the 
Air of Importance he aſſumed, would not ſuffer 
him to retreat till ſuch Time as I had done him 
Honour before his People, by complying with 
his unreaſonable Deſires, and diſgraced myſelf 
by making Conceſſions unworthy of a Gentleman. 
But, as this was what I never intended to do, the 
Meaſures he took, inConſequence of my Refuſal, 
were ſuch as muſt make him bluſh, unleſs he has 
a moſt conſummate Aſſurance, only to ſee them 
plainly, and without Exaggeration repreſented 
to the World. 

On the 16th of Auguſt we were ready to ſet 
Sail, and I had gone aboard the Houghton to 
cake my laſt Farewel of my Friends, who all, 

itying my hard Condition, expreſſed a particu- 
20 Concern at our Separation. There were 
three ſick Men, whocould not refrain from Tears, 
whenthey knew I was to come no more there. By 
this Time, our Ship was under Sail, and they 
fired a Gun as a Signal to ſend me on Board, 
where I was left with a very heavy Heart, and 
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the melancholy Proſpect of the Hardſhips tliat 


were likely to enſue. 
But, beforethis, Mrs. Saunders had agreed with 


Captain Crabb ; and came aboard ; ſe that now, 


as he was in peaceable Poſſeſſionof the Premiſſes, 
expected he would have given Orders that I 
ſhould have my fyll Allowance of Victuals and 
Drink, but I was greatly diſappointed ; for tho” 
the whole Ship*s Company was ſerved with freſh 
Beef for ſeveral Days together, after our Depar- 
ture, and that they were divided unto five Per- 
fons in one Meſs; yet he gave a particular Charge 
to the Officers, and to all the Men, to refuſe ro 
let me come into any of their Meſſes, with a 
Threat, that, if they did, he would cauſe them to 
be tied to the Sides of the Ship, and would whip 
and“ pickle them between every four Strokes; 
by which Means, I neither could get a Morſei of 
Victuals or a Drop of Water, without makin 
Application to Chriſtopher Smith the Ship's Stew- 
ard, whotrequently, upon demanding my Allow- 
ance, would ſay to me, D--n your Blood, ftay 
till the Ship's Company is ſerved and then would 
give me the very worſt of the Meat, and that 
ſalt too, and no more than two Ounces for a 
whole Day, with about fix or ſeven Spoonfuls 
of the Seraping of Rice, that had been burnt to 
the Bottom of the Ship's Copper, which wes fo 
black, and ſo extremely bad, that is was impoſ- 
ſible to eat it, unleſs one was at the very Point of 
Starving. My Allowance of Water was only 
three Pints in the twenty-four Hours, when the 
whole Ship's Company had free Acceſs to the 
Water-Caſk, whenever they would. They had 
allo an Allowance of Brandy to mix with their 
| F 2 Water? 1 
That is, by rubbing Salt in the Wounds, 
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Water, but I was not allowed. to have one ſingle 


The Officers and Mariners, ſeeing thoſe ex- 
traordinary Hardſhips, frequently pitied me, and 
uſed to ſay, they would be very glad that the 
Captain's Paſſion and Cruelty would ceaſe, for 
they were afraid I would beſtarved toDeath ; and 
they would have aſſiſted me with Part of their 
own Allowance of Proviſions, but they durſt not, 
for Fear it might come to his Ears, who had of- 
ten ſwore bitterly, that he would whip and pickle 
any Perſon whatever, who ſhould give me the 
leaſt Aſſiſtance. 

But Robert Street, the Captain's Steward, who 
always attended his Table, and had the Care of 
his Proviſions and Liquors, commiſerating the 
extreme Hardſhips I underwent, would frequently 
ſecure me ſome Victuals ; ſuch as Bread and 
Meat in a Towel, which he uſed to convey to 
me, with the greateſt Secrecy imaginable; and, 
whenever he did ſo, he would beg of me, for 
God's Sake, not to let it be known to any Perſon 
whatever; and this he continued to do, for about 
ten or twelve Days, when he told me, it was 
out of his Power to ſupport me any longer in that 
Manner. 

Then Mr. Villiam Tofts, one of the Midſhip- 
men, ventured to take me into his Meſs, where I 
was very happy for about three or four Days, till 
the Captain got Notice of it, and ordered Mr. 
Harvey to cauſe Tofts to turn me out of his Meſs; 
which, in Compliance to the Captain's Deſire, 
he was forced to do, much againſt his Will. 
Being thus drove to Diſtreſs, for the very Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life, Mr. Payne, the Carpenter, 
would ſometimes give me Part of his RV, 
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MF and ſometimes I was obliged to beg Victuals of 
if Edward Gillis, the Captain's Cook, and of James 
Turner, his Mate; and, at other Times, of Ed- 
ward Lucas, the Ship's Cook ; which they were 
accuſtomed to ſend me privately, by the Hands 
of John Hobbs (one of the Company's Soldiers, 
deſigned for Bombay · Caſtle) tor Fear the Captain 
ſhould hear of it. But, at laſt, all theſe Re- 
ſources failed, and I was ſo hard put to it, that 
I was forced to go about the Main-deck, and beg 
Victuals of the private Sailors; otherwiſe, I 
muſthaveperiſhed thro* meer Want: For, when I 
aſked Chriftopher Smith, the Ship's Steward, for 


„ my due Allowance of Proviſions, he would 
I cry out, in the Preſence and Hearing of ſeveral 
oF of the Ship's Company, D----n the Doctor, I 
Ss won't Nve him any! d----n the Villain, let him 


go to the Captain's Meſs again, if he dares. 

On the 24th of September, the Stretham's Boat 
being along - ſide of our Ship, I writ to Mr. Wil- 
| liam Foreman, Captain Pinnel's firſt Mate, giving 
. him an Account of my Sufferings, and deliring 
his Aſſiſt ance; which I knew, as a Friend and 
an honeſt Man, he would do to the utmoſt of his 
Power.--But the Letter itſelf will beſt expreſs the 
Condition I was in at that Time. The Copy of 
it is as follows: 
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At Sea, September 24, 1748. 


a Dear $ 1 R, | 
1 M EE TING with an Opportunity, I 
" gladly embraced it, and hope you'll 
' be ſo favourable, as to hear ſome Part of 

the unhappy -Life I at preſent lead. I imagine 

N | þ you 
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you are not unacquained with my being turned 


out of the Captain's Meſs, and deprived of 


many other Conveniencies, Neceſſaries not 
excepted. As ſoon as we were under Sail, his 
Steward, Robert Street, had receivd Orders not 
to give me one Morſel of Victuals, nor a 
Drop of Water, on Forfeiture of his Place, 
and Puniſhment to Boot. The People of the 
Steerage were likewife injoined not to receive 
me into any of their Meſſes. However, I 
would endeavour to bear up againſt theſe Afflic- 
tions, were they but all, and conſidering they 
are what I have not deſerved. --- But, Mr. 


Foreman, is it not cruel for ſome of the under 


Officers (whether by Countenance of the Captain 
or others, I can't ſay) to make it their Buſi- 
neſs to uſe me Ill, by ſcurrilous Language, and 
threatening to broom-ſtick me, Sc. Really, 


if it ſhould pleaſe God to put an End to my 


Days, I ſhould think myſelf happy. I am in- 
formed, that I am not to go out of the Ship, du- 
ring the whole Voyage; and that my little 
Venture for myſelf and Family will not be 
ſuffered to go aſhore, nor nothing for me per- 
mitted to come in. If you'll beſo kind, when 
you go aſhore at Bombay, to aſſiſt me to ſell 
my little Trifles, any Retaliation in my Power 
is at your Service. I have endeavoured to bring 
my Stomach to the Ship's Proviſions, amon 

which is Rice; at the beſt, I don't much like 
it, but, when ' tis ſent to me, it is ſcraped from 
the Bottom of the Boiler, and full of Dirt; I 
can't ſay I like it; it almoſt brings a Tear to 
my Eye, that I am forced to it, or none. 


Be ſo kind, if jt is in your Power, to ſend me 


ſome 
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fome Bread and a Bottle of Vinegar . I am 
{till willing to preſerve Life, and fee my little 
Family once more. I have nothing more to 
add, only I deſire your Friendſhip towards me, 
and hope in God you will effect a Deliverarice 
from this unhappy State, as I never in my Lite 
felt the like before. I am, 


* 


Dear S I X, 
Your moſt obliged Friend, 
WM. WIIIS. 


P. S. Pray give my beſt Reſpects to Mr. 
and Mrs. Luſbington, for their paſt 
Trouble on my Account. 


And on the 28th I received the following 
Anſwer : 


SIX, 


Received your's, and am ſorry I had not gn 

Opportunity of anſwering it ſooner, it 
not lying in my Power. This Day, happened 
an unlucky Accident in handing the Trifle you 
requeſted into the Boat; they let the Letter 
fall over-board, broke the Bottle, and loſt al! 
the Bread: However, Þ ll ſtand another Trial, 
in Hopes it will come to Hand. --- I am really 
forry for the unhappy Situation you mention 


Fou are under at prefent ; but, as your Crime 
18 


This. I uſed to diſguiſe the ſpoiled Rice and ſtinking 
Beef they gave me to eat. 
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is in no Shape capital, I can't fee for what 
Cauſe you make yourſelf ſo unealy ; for you 
may depend upon it, in my Opinion, Captain 
Crabb will conſider and forget all paſt Failings, 
as ſoon as you arrive at Bombay. For there is 
none of us all, but do ſome fooliſh Things, 
and are ſorry for it afterwards, though not 


ſo much taken Notice of. And, as for the 


Reflections of the under Officers, 1 would not 
regard them, but take it from whence it 


came. I dare ſay, none of the Gentlemen 


aboard would permit it in their Preſence. As it 
does not lie in my Power to aſſiſt you farther 
in your Wants, J hope you will excuſe me; I 
would readily do it, but you are certainly a 


Judge of the Cunſequence that would attend 


it. For your private Affairs, when you come 
to Bombay, you may depend upon it, that, if 
it is in my Power to be of any Service to you, 
you may lay your Commands. But, to be 
ſure, the Squall will be over before that Time. 
I ſhall be glad to hear it, and the ſooner the 
better. I believe our Captain and Mrs. Luſh- 
ington will do all in their Power to moderate 
and foften the Affair. I heartily wiſh you a 
ſpeedy Releaſe out of your Confinement, and, 
hke a true-born Engl: Py all the Laberty you 
deſire ; anid an, 


Sh of = 
Ship Stretbam, | 7 
Friday After - 1 2 ELV 
noon, Sept. 28. Your very humble Servant, 
1748. 


WM. FOREMAN, 


The 
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The Bearer of this Letter was Mr. Medcalf, 
pne of the Midſhipmen of the Stretham; who 
likewiſe brought me from Mr. Foreman ſome 
Bread, a good Piece of Beef, a Bottle of Vine- 
gar, and ſome other Things ; which, as he was 
going to deliver to me, on the Main-Deck, I 
ſpoke to him ſoftly; and deſired him not to let 
the Captain ſee it, but to go down with me to 
my Cabbin, in the Gun- room, where he expreſ- 
ſed great Surprize that J had been drove to ſuch 
extreme Neceſſity; arid aſking the Cauſe of it, 
I anſwered, that it was through Crabb's Cruel- 
ty ; adding, that I was periſhing, and that I 
believed he was determined to have my Life. 
To which Mr: Medcalf replied, ſhaking me kind- 
ly by the Hand; Dear Doctor, the Captain's 
Spleen about this Woman, will be all over as 
ſoon as we have arrived at Bombay. 
Though Mr. Foreman's Supply laſted ſome 
Time; and I husbanded it as well as I could, and 
likewiſe had further Aſſiſtance from him, when 
Occaſion offered of getting Things aboard our 
Ship : Yet I was often put to my Shifts to drag 


on a wtetched Life, which was now almoſt be 


come unſupportable; and was ſo neceſſitated for 


ſomething to eat, that Jobn Brown, Boatſwain's 


firſt Mate, ſeeing my Diſtreſs, took me by the 
Arm, and aſked me if I would cata little Salt 
Beef with him, and took me to his Meſl- 
mates, who were at Dinner, and where I made 
a very hearty Meal. One Mr. John Fletcher, a 
Midſhipman was very often kind to me ; and 
John Miller, James M Auley, Michael Maud, 


and James Fuber, Seamen, uſed on ſeveral Occa- 
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fions, to help me privately, with a little Vic- 
tuals. 

On the 2d Day of October, Richard Saxton, 
one of our Quarter-maſters, having caught a 
Dolphin, I ran with great Eagerneſs to buy it 
of him ; which he was going to let me have, 
when unluckily for me, the Captain, who was 
looking over the Bulſtrade into the Main-deck, 
ſaw me bargaining for it; upon which he im- 
mediately ſent Robert Street, his Steward, to 


Mr. Saxton, to demand the Fiſh for his own 


Uſe ; which when he had delivered, he turn'd 
himſelf to me, ſaying, Don't mind it, Doctor; 
you ſee I can't help it; if I can catch another, 
you ſhall be ſure to have it. So there was no 
Remedy, I was forced to ſubmit. 

The whole Ship's Company (excepting thoſe 
who were blindly devoted to the Captain) made 
no Scruple of reproaching him privately for this 


unparatleted Barbarity ; while he, honeſt Man, 


never. diſcover'd the leaſt Symptom that he 
would relent. On the contrary, he was frolick- 
ing away the Time with Mrs. Saunders, and 
kept mein Miſery, on Purpoſe I ſuppoſe, to give 
the kecner Edge to his own Laſciviouſneſs. If I 


nad been in a Humour to be merry, I might 


have diverted myſelf ſufficiently, at their Ex - 
pence, every Day ; tor there ſeldom one paſſed, 
but produced one ridiculous Story or another 
relating to them. And as naturally I am not of 


a jealous Temper, nor indeed, for ſeveral Rea- 


{ons had the leaft Tendency to it, on this Ac- 
count, I could have enjoy'd it in its full Force, 


without doing great Violence to my Inclinations. 


Bur the reſt of the People laugh'd ſufficiently, 
both for me and themſelves, and began to play 
over 
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over the ſame Tricks that had ſo often perplexed 
me, when on Board the Houghton. —So that 
from the Beginning to the End, that Lady has 
been very unfortunate in, her Amours. 

The Ship's Company became daily more and 
more my Friends, as the Captain's Behaviour 
appeared extravagant and ridiculous to them; 
becauſe it both jerved to clear the Prejudiccs 
they had taken againſt me, and, at the ſame 
Time, let them into the Secret of all his Pro- 
ceedings; which as they are now generally 
known, and that under a falſe Pretence, my 
Character has not only been traduced, but my 
domeſtic Tranquility with my Wite {was ſhe 
not a good-natur'd Woman) eminently riſked, 
tis but reaſonable I ſhould repay theſe Obliga- 
tions in Kind, and that is now in my Power to 
do. Therefore 1 put the following Anecdote 
an Record, hoping that one Day or another, 
it may have the good Fortune to fall into the 
Hands of Mrs. Crabs. 

You muſt know then, that Captain C---, and 
Mrs. $--- (who liyed as Mrs. C---) took a 
Fancy to bathe themſelves together in Sca Wa— 
ter: They had the Conveniency of a large 
Bathing Tub, placed in a flight Shed, which 
was erected near the Round-houſe, on the Quar- 
ter-deck for that Purpoſe. Now obſerve, there 
were ſeveral Chinks, occaſioned by the Heat of 
the Weather, which unfortunately they had 
overlooked ; through which Chinks, I can pro- 
duce leveral Witneſſes to the Colour of a certain 
Mole, of which, as he is undouhtedly the beſt 
Judge, I appeal to his perſonal Knowledge for 


the Truth. 


(3 2 So 


| (50 
So much for what was ſeen : Not a Perfon in 
the Ship, but what heard enough. In one Word, 
their Behaviour was moſt ſhockingly indecent, 
and the Sailors, who watched all their Motions, 
uſed to cry out, at Bathing-time, There they 


go, now we ſhall hear her ſqueak, 


In this Manner did C----- and his Miſtreſs 
expoſe themſelves before all the People on 
Board. The Officers layghed in their Sleeves; 
but the Sailors (a Set of People who know 
no Reſerve) paſſed their Jokes upon it molt 
immoderately. For my own Part, I was a- 
mazed at it beyond Expreſſion ! *'Tis true, 1 
have been often guilty of many Errors myſelf, 
yet never in my Life was impudently wicked. 
And, I believe, it is happy for me, that theſe 
have generally been attended with ſuch ſignal 
Chaſtiſements, ſuch Shame and Remorſe, as 
would have reclaimed a much more obdurate 
Perſon than ever I was. This, I with Juſtice, 
ought to aſcribe to that divine Providence, 
which conducts every Thing for the beſt, and 
to which I moſt humbly ſtand indebted for my 
wonderful Preſervation through all the Miſeries 
and Hardſhips I have undergone ; and, which 
has made me ſenſible that Afflictions are very 
neceſſary to bring one to a proper Knowledge 
of one's ſelf ; at leaſt, they have produced ſuch 
Reflections in me, as I never ſhall loſe the Re- 
Mr "I 
I, in Juſtice, own, that Crabb has been 
one Inſtrument of my Reformation, though 
I am very little obliged to him for his In- 
tentions at the Time, and I am very wil- 
ling to repay him that friendly Office; the 


more ſo, as he ſtands as much, it not more, in 
Need 
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by © 4 Need of it than myſelf; becauſe, as I am in- 


d, ** formed, he ſtill viſits Mrs. $-----. Therefore, 
t, ik I can throw him into a gentle Sweat, (which 
=: > muſt be, I think, if he reads the foregoing 
ey Pages) tis to be hoped he will, in due Time, 
| perſpire all the Choler and Libertiniſm of his 
oſs Conſtitution, and be reſtored an uſetul Man to 
on his Country and his Family: 
83 As I have made Profeſſions of Sincerity and 
D Truth in that Narration, I am determined to 
oſt keep up to the Spirit of it throughout. Beſides, 
a- as Mrs. S. —, by the Imprudence and Levity 
1 of her Conduct, has deſervedly ruined herſelf 
If, in my Eſteem, I do not think ſhe has a Right 
ed. to be treated with very great Decorum. Not 
eſe to mention her Ingratitude, and her Falſhood in 
nal promiſing to mitigate Matters between the Cap- 
as tain and me, and yet ſcarcely letting me hear 
ate from her once, during all my Troubles; Trou- 
ce, bles, which were occaſioned purely on her Ac- 
ce, count, and which was in her Power either to 
and have extricated me from, or, at leaſt, to have 
my rendered more ſupportable. But ſhe is a Wo- 
ries man who can eaſily forget old Acquaintances, 
ich when new ones are on the Carpet; and I believe 
ery loves the Sex ſo indifferently, that (except ſome 
dee per onal Conſiderations) nothing elſe comes under 
uch er Attention. Let, notwithſtanding all that 
Re- I have ſaid, I ſhould be againſt publiſhing our 


Correſpondence, if it had not already been ſuf- 
ficiently expoſed at Guild- hall, on Fuly laſt, whe- 
ther I would or not, in common Courſe of Law; 
beſides, as it will ſerve to remove the ſcandalous 
Imputation I lay under of having defamed her 
Reputation, when aboard the Houghton, which, 
in Fact, proceeded from the Folly and Impru- 

| : dence 
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dence ſo eſſent ial to her own Character, I have 
a Right to do myſelf Juſtice. But, as all the 
Letters that paſſed between us, would take up 
too much Room, out of perhaps half a Score 1 
may have, I ſhall, at preſent, only tranſcribe 
two; and, that ſhe may not bluſh to go fore- 
moſt, I ſhall Grſt ſhew her the Way with one of 
my own,---ſince it mult beſo. 
Only 1 muſt obſerve, that, as neither he 
nor I could foreſee, when theſe Letters were 
wrote, that ever they would appear in Print, 
'tis hoped the Reader will mak great Al- 
iowances for the Expreſſion and Stile, which 
cannot be expected to be fo fine and ſtudied, as 
what we meet with in Novels. Therefore I 
givethem juſt as they are, excepting ſome Cor- 
rections in the Orthography ; which is not often 
neither, becauſe ſhe really can ſpell extraordi- 
nary well. But I have been adviſed to leave ſe- 
veral Paſſages intirely out, till I ſhould ſee how 
the reſt were received; which, if they are ap- 
proved of, and my Book ſells well, I will cer- 
tainly inſert in the next Edition. 


My Deareſt Creature, 


OU*LL receive this by the Hands of 

Mr. George Male. You muſt know, that 
Mr. Roſewell, May, Bradley, and Gordon, were 
with me till late laſt Night, and drinking mer- 
rily of my Cape Wine; our Officers began to 
joke them about you, and aſked them the 
Reaſon, that they were all ſo unſucceſsful in 
your Inclinations, as not to get a young 
Mate in Place of a young Doctor; upon 


which Words role to ſuch a Pitch, and the 
Wine 
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Wine getting into their Heads, they deſired 
our Gentlemen to keep me aboard my own 
Ship, for that they thought I was a very dan- 
gerous Man. . Mr. May took Notice, that Cap- 
tain Crabb had a Mind for you himſelf ; there- 
fore, ſtand clear, Doctor, ſays he, for if you 
do not, he will put it down as one more of the 
Articles of War * ; adding, no Man ought to 
ſpoil what he cannot make. 

But, my dear Soul, I muſt forbear viſiting 
you ſo often; I believe you will like it much 
better; ar I dare fay, it will be more to 
your Satisfaction, at the Time wiſhed for. 
One Thing more I have to ſay, by Way of 
Caution; and, by what I hear of their Diſ- 
courſe, what I am much afraid you and I for- 
got (the Blinds of the Windows.) I wiſh there 


was a triple Tax on Ship-Lights.---But, above 


all, let me intreat you to ſtifle this ſpreading, 
Report ; the Conſequence may be bad to us 
both, for I am really afraid my Captain is as 


much in Love as myſelf; and your Advice 


how to act, at this Juncture, will recal to his 
wiſhed for Pleaſure. | 


Your*s ever, &c. 
Durrington, | 


July 26, 1748. WM. WIIIS. 


P. S. 


* Thus Sneer, I ſuppoſe, being reported, was one Pro- 
vocation, amongſt others, for getting that poor Gentleman 
turned out of the E aft-India Company's Service, 


| 
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P. $. When your Boat put off laſt Night; 
I made all the Gentlemen brave and 
merry ; and, by what I can find, they 
are all in Love.---Receive a Preſent of 
my Cape Wine, and a few Toys for 
Miſs to play with. ---Excuſe the long 
Letter---I never tire to you. 


I cannot poſitively ſay; that the following is 
quite 'an exact Copy, for the Reaſons hereafter 
mentioned. But if the Captain, who has the 
Original, will compare them together, he will 
find very little Difference, either in the Thought 
or Expreſſion : At leaſt, he may, whenever he 
pleaſes, publiſh a true Copy to ſet me right. 


Here comes the Anſwer: 


wa 


My Dear Doctor, 


OUR dear Letter I received by Mr. 
Male, and I am a little ſuſpicious the 
Seal was broke open; but, whether ſo or no, 1 
cannot certainly ſay; but, be it as it will; let us 
be cautious for the future, as our Enjoyment 
of each other is ſo ſhort : But you may aſſure 
yourſelf, as to Reflections any of the Offi- 
cers may ſay of us, do you bear them off with 


a good Countenance ; you may affure yourſelf | 


Pl at my Part as well as any of my Sex of 
this Side the Cape of Good Hope. ------ Oh! my 
dear Doctor, mind not what they ſay, for they 
only envy our happy Minutes, and wiſh 


themſelves in our Place. But you muſt know 


Crabb has really been here (a Courting, you 
may be ſure.) He came into my Cabbin, fat 
on 


for 


g is 
fter 
the 
will 
ght 
r he 


with 


urſelf 
ex of 


my 
they 
wiſh 


know. 
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on my Bed, and told me (but firlt a Kiſs, and 
next a Buſs) I muſt go with him back to 
India, and ſo for England; for I would be ſafer 
in a firm Ship, and Ar MWortb's is diſtreſſed, 
and has ſick People. I replied, I was not the 
happieſt of Women, for that Captain Mortb's 
Officers paſſed their Skits, and I had no Mo- 
ney, but what Bills I had on a Jew in Lom- 
bard-ſtreet, and it would be expenſive to pay 
twice. Nothing would do (another Salute to 
be ſure) I ſhould be welcome to any Part of 
the Ship, and, without any Expence, (and, to 
be ſure, white Women are ſcarce) and the World 
will ſay, if I do go Abroad, I am mad. 

I had liked to forget one principal Point: 
You muſt know, he and Captain Pinnel began 
after Dinner, to joke Captain Worth, that he 
was good for nothing (you know what I mean.) 
But our old Man, turning the Diſcourſe on 
Crabb, ſaid he was obliged to the Doctor that 
he had recommended: -I cannot ſay but it made 
me bluſh, though I wiſhed to be in a Corner, 
you know where, that we might have had a 
hearty Laugh. --- However, they began again, 
and ſaid, Madam, be careful of your good 
Character, for the Doctor is a dangerous Man 
with the Women: He has a Wife in England, 


and ſhe's always a breeding by him; after which 


i was pleaſed, my Jewel, to hear their Diſ- 
courſe, though I leit their Company inſtantly, 
and went to my Cabbin. My Dear, do ſce 
me To- day, for every Body tells me of a young 
Doctor: They will be ſoon tired of this; for 
I am determined that my Leg ſhall not be 
cured, while our Meetings laſt, -»- I {end this 
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by one of Captain Mortb's Boat's Crew, whom 


can depend upon: You do the ſame, and it 
will be all ſafe and well. 


Houghton, | Yours, &c. 
Forenoon. 


2 


I muſt beg Mr. Male's Pardon, however, 
for making mention of his Name on this Occa- 
ſion; tho' I don't believe he will be offended at 
it; ſince he neither knew the Subject nor Con- 
tents of the Letter, but only accepted of a friend- 
ly Office, which I ſhould not ſcruple to perform 
for any Gentleman I had a Value for, without 
farther Enquiry. That the Seal had been broken 
open was purely Suſpicion, and was, perhaps, 
owing to a careleſs Way of ſealing it, or to its 
being rumpled before Delivery. I know that 
Gentleman, ſo well, that I am glad of this Op- 
portunity to teſtify my Reſpect, being ſenſible 
that he is equally incapable of acting but as a 
Man of Honour, as et a childiſh Curioſity. --- 
Indeed, I muſt pardon the Lady, in one Senſe, 
for yielding to Captain Crabb's Importunities; j 
for the Want of Money, I know, is a very great 
Want. But then, if ſhe wanted Caſh, to my 
Knowledge, ſhe had Bills to the Value of 350 l. 
partly drawn on Mr. Amy, a Few, in Lombard- 


+. ſtreet ;, ſo here ſhe fails again; for I am ſure 
Capt. Worth never refuſed to give her Credit to 


England, where ſhe could receive her Money.--- 

But, when a Woman lays herſelf under pecuni- 

ary Obligations to an artiul, deſigning Man, *tis 
| ren 


it 


1 mean) and I mult be forced to deſiſt, or ſuf- 


180) 


ten to one if ſhe is able to reſiſt all his Importu- 
nities and Sollicitations. T ſhould heartily pity 
a virtuous Woman, reduced by pure Neceſlity, 
and againſt her Will, to ſuch a Situation. But 
this was not her Caſe, for it was quite a volun- 
tary Act, and without any Kind of Neceſſity. 
And Crabb, who loved to lay out his Money 


to Advantage, took ſpecial Care to have per- 


ſonal Security and Satisfaction for the Intereſt. 


My Dear Creature, 


O ſooner J left your Ship to go on Board 

my own, than ſeveral of my Friends gave 
me privately to underſtand, that the Captain 
had openly avowed his Reſentment againſt 
me, and had declared that he would uſe me ill, 
on account of the mutual Love we have for 
each other ; and they blamed me much for 


not whipping the Child for telling of Tales; 


--- for now all is out. ---- I am curſedly vexed 
ſuch an unforeſeen Accident ſhould ſo happen, 
that the Gallery Door had not been better 
look'd to, as well as the former Miſconduct of 
the Cabbin Blinds; for I can gather, from 
their Converſation, that *tis no News to them; 
and your People have reported every Tittle of 
what little Betty ſaid. I am, my dear Soul, 
very much afraid what the Conſequence of this 
will be; for, as you are out of his Power, it 
muſt all fall upon me; ſo that I can expect 
nothing but worſe and worſe Treatment from 
him; tor I believe he is almoſt diſtracted ' till 
he gets into a better Climate (you know what 
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fer for his jealous Pate, if ſome Method is not 
thought of very ſoon. I underſtand the Cap- 
tains are going aboard your Ship to ſift into 
the Affair; and, if they ſay any Thing to you, 
don't, my dear Angel, want Courage to talk 
to theſe Sea-Monſters, for I really believe they 
only would alt be Surgeons to cure Legs; 
though I don't doubt but you will find Ex- 
cuſes enough to come handſomely off. --- Pray 
mind and do your beſt :---But, my dear ------ , 
don't let them fright you ſo, as to hazard what 
I defire you'll take the moſt particular Care of. 
--- Your Anſwer ſoon, with all the News of 
the Day, --- for I ſhall be in the utmoſt Impa- 
tience *rill I hear from you. I am, 


Ship Durrington, My Deareſt, ever Tours, 
Aug. 2, in the 


Forenoon. 
WILLIAM WILLS. 


P. S. Do, mind your Eye : --- For I believe 
they will be with you preſently. 


The ANS W E R. 


My Dear Doctor, 


Think Misfortunes ſeldom come ſingle, for 
1 I paſs my Time but very indifferently: --- 
But fretting don't ſignify, we mult only guard 
againſt them for the furure.---Our People be- 
gin to uſe me ill, with ſuch Language as I never 
before received in my Life; --- as if I was to 
blame for my Child's Fooliſhneſs,---l aſſure you 


ſhe will do ſo no more z---ſo you may be quite 
caly 
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eaſy there. --- At Dinner Words aroſe to ſuch a 
Height, that they threw down their Plates on 
the Floor ; and, in Return, I threw ſome Fowl- 
ſoup at them. --- I believe Mr. Roſewell wants 
your Aſſiſtance : --- I am heartily pleaſed I hit 
the Mark. ---Juſt after, the Captains came on 
Board, and began to make Inquiry into the 
Cauſe of the Rumour : --- Firſt they called my 
Child. (Had ſhe always been ſo good, it would 


have been well.) They wanted to know if my 


Leg was well, and many other fooliſh Que- 
ſtions. --- Then Captain Crabb wanted to talk 
with me in my Cabbin, and endeavoured to ſet 
me againſt you ; adviſed me to leave this Ship, 
and be more happy, he ſaid, aboard his; and 
that I ſhould neither want for Money ; --- and 
many other pretty Inticements.---He fain would 
have the Child ſay the ſame Words again : --- 
But now ſhe knows better; and, when you 
come on Board To-morrow Morning, I have 
a long Story to tell you of your Captain's pri- 
vate Advice and Inſinuations. --- I don't know 
well what to do, but hope I have come off 
pretty well : --- So pray come To-morrow 
Morning as ufual, as ſoon as Light, when they 
are waſhing their Decks, when 1 will receive 
you with open Arms. My dear Jewel, you 
may aſſure yourſelf how much I have you al- 


ways at Heart, that I could only wiſh our 
whole Lives would laft out our happy Pleaſures, 


and that our envious Parties were inſenſible of 
all human Enjoy ments. Yours to command 
--- The oftener the better. 


Houghton, 7 o'Clock 
at Night, 5 
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Who could imagine that ſuch paſſionate Aſ- 
ſurances would have been ſo very ſoon forgot? 


This Squabble, ſhe takes Notice of, was not the 


only one that happened : For, as they knew her 
Intention of going aboard Crabb's Ship, it ap- 
peared ſo extravagant to them, that they could 
not help reproaching her with it in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms. But as their Remonſtrances concerning 
the Imputation ſhe would lie under with her 


Friends in the Indies, whom they all knew, and 


the Harm her Reputation would ſuffer in Eng- 
land, ſerved only to provoke ; they were always 
a bickering together *till ſhe left the Ship: And, 
as ſhe is a Woman of a haſty impetuous Tem- 


per, it was in one of theſe Sallies ſhe affronted 


the Company, by throwing about the Soup, 
which ſpoiled Mr. Roſewel a Pair of Breeches, 
and beſpattered the reſt. That Gentleman (who 
is Commodore Barnet's Nephew) and Mr. Male, 
as I before ſaid, were only Paſſengers; and, 
having made their Fortune in India, were re- 
turning Home to ſettle in England. I believe 
they are now both in Town; and as they are 
Men of Character and Credit, and beſides have 
been my Patients, I don't doubt but they will 


vouch ſome Part of the ill Uſage I received from 
Captain Crabb, before we parted Company with 


their Ship :---Mr. Gordon, I know, will vouch 
the ſame. I own myſelf much indebted for the 
Favour of dining frequently with him, after 
Captain Crabb excluded me out of his Cabbin; 
and ſhall always think it my Duty to acknow- 
ledge the Generoſity of my Friends, with the 
ſame Candour and Sincerity as I relate the 
Hardſhips and Cruelties inflicted on me by my 


Enemies. 
Hither- 
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 Hitherto Captain Crabb had never pretended 
any other Cauſe of mal-treating me, than the 
ſuppoſed Damage I had done to Mrs. Saunders's 
Reputation; but as we were now near Bombay, 
where he knew I would get intirely out of 
his Clutches, he began to be both aſhamed and 
afraid of the Conſequences ; therefore he was 
continually watching for a more ſpecious Pre- 
text to harraſs me ſtill more, and to juſtify his 
paſt Proceedings. For this End he had his 
Spies conſtantly about me, in Hopes, that, 
ſtarved and diſtreſſed as I was, they might pick 
ſome Expreſſions out of me, that might be con- 
ſtrued as Mutiny, in which Caſe he had deter- 
mined to drop his firſt Pretence, and have me 
tried on the Articles of War by a Court-Martial; 
but, this not happening as he expected, he then 
waited to ſce if Streſs of Hunger and Self- pre- 
ſervation would force me to ſteal Victuals for 
Subſiſtance ; by which laſt Bait I was unluckily 
caught in the following Manner. 

On the 7th of October, as I was looking about 
for a Bit of Victuals, (the Steward having that 
very Morning damned me, and refuſed me my 
Allowance ot Flour) I eſpied on the Main- deck 
a hind Quarter of a Goat, and to it hanging a 
ſmall Kidney ; and, looking round to ſce if the 
Coaſt was clear, I immediately took my Knife 
and cut out the Kidney, not thinking that ever 
it would be miſſed. Then I went to the Cook's 
Fire, and defired him to lend me the Gridiron 
to broil it ; which he did, ſaying to me, I am 
afraid you have been ſeen in cutting it out. I 
told him, with the greateſt Grief imaginable, 
that, if it was ſo, Hunger was ſo preſſing upon 
me, 
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me, that I could not help it. When it was 
broiled, I eat it before him without Bread, Rice, 
or Salt: Upon which he ſaid, Sure, Doctor, 
© you are ſtarving, indeed, to eat it in that 
* Manner.” 

Next Day, in the Morning betimes, there was 
a great Noiſe about the Ship, to know who had 


ftole the Kidney ; and, the Captain having been 
told, that it was me, he determined to findit 


out. That Day happened to be Pudding-day 
for the whole Ship's Company, and the Pud- 
dings were then boiling in the Ship's Copper : 
Upon which, 1magining that I had put it into 
mine for Secrecy to boil ; he, like a luſty Fel- 
low, ordered two Centries over the Kettle; 
and, when the Puddings were taken out to be 
ſerved to the People, gave Orders a ſecond 
Time to his firſt, ſecond, third, fourth, and 
fifth Mates, to ſtand by the Cook with Knives 
in their Hands, and cut every Man's Pudding 
in two, in order to find out the Kidney which 
J had eat the Day before. When they were all 
ſerved ſo, the Mates called out, Where is the 
Doctor's Pudding? I made Anſwer directly in 
the Hearing of moſt of the People, that I had 
none; for that the Steward, as he uſed to do, 
had refuſed me my Allowance of Flour. Now 
all this Day I had nothing in the World to eat 
but a little Bread that Mr. Foreman of the Strei- 
ham had been ſo kind to ſend me the Day be- 
fore; and, knowing their ill Intentions againſt 
me, I thought myſelf happy I had that, and a 
lirrle Wine of my own mixed with it was a great 
Support. 


After 


+ 42 
* 


priſonment, were Fohn Fletcher, Jſaac Shank, 
Fobn Alexander, William Toft, William Braund, 
= Anthony Lucas, and Fobn White. They uſed to 
delieve each other every Hour in the Day-time, 
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After Dinner it was again reported to the 
Captain that I had taken the Kidney, and ſome- 
body affirmed, that I had threatened to throw 
the Hind-Quarter over-board : Upon which, a- 
bout Three o' Clock in the Afternoon, as I was 
ſitting on the Main-deck, John Harvey the firſt 
Mate, George Barnes the ſecond Mate, with 
Jobn Alexander a Midſhipman, having a naked 
broad Sword in his Hand, told me, I muſt go Pri- 
ſoner to the Gun-room by the Captain's Orders ; 
where Mr. Harvey read a Paper, which they 
ſaid were the Depoſitions of four of the Ship's 
Company, who had made Oath, that I had ſtole 
the Goat's Kidney, and threatened to throw the 
Hind-Quarter over-board ; for which Crimes 
they told me they had Orders to confine me 
Priſoner, *till I ſhould be tried by a Court- 


Martial at Bombay. I aſked them for a 
Copy of thoſe Depoſitions, but they refuſed me, 


becauſe the Captain had ordered them to the 
Contrary. ------ Then they told me, that he 


Hhaad appointed a Soldier, one Henry Bagling, to 


bring me ſuch Victuals and Water as I was to 


have, during my Confinement ; for that, now I 


was Priſoner, I muſt not expect the ſame Allow- 
ance as the Foremaſt-Men: And that he had 
given Orders to all the Ship's Company, and to 


the Centries, not to permit one Morſel more to 


be given to me, at. the Peril of being worſe 


RF treated than myſelf. 


The Names of the Centries, during my Im- 
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and every two Hours in the Night, on Account 
of the exceſſive Heat of the Weather and the 
Gun-room cloſe and confined from Air. Many 
Times they uſed to ſay to me, Doctor this 
exceſſive Heat will certainly kill you before 
ever you ſee Bombay.“ And many hundred 
Times did I think it would, what with Hunger 
and the Cloſeneſs of the Place, and what with 
the unſufferable Heat that generally rages be- 
tween the Tropicks at that Seaſon. 

My Centries (who were all Midſhipman) pi- 
tied me extremely, and uſed, when they relieved 
one another, to bring me in their Pockets ſome 
of their Allowance of Victuals, which was either 
a Slice of their freſh Beet, a Piece of Pudding, 
or ſome Callivancoes ; without which Help, I 
muſt and ſhould have ſtarved and periſhed for 
Want. 

Yet all theſe Sulfninge were too gentle for 
the Captain's ſanguinary Views. He had already 
threatened me with a Court-Martial ; but, inmy 
Conſcience, I believe he was aſhamed to indict 
me only for the Theft of a Goat's Kidney : 
Therefore he had all his Emiſlaries at work to 
tamper with the Men, in order to trump up 
ſome new Miſdemeanour. He found one per- 
fectly fit for his Purpoſe, or indeed for the moſt 
infernal Purpoſe that the Malice of Mankind 
could ſuggeſt: This was one James White, 
Seaman, a Fellow of a moſt infamous Cha- 
rafter, who was even ſhunned and deteſted by 
the greateſt Reprobates aboard the Ship. This 
Fellow, being properly tutored, (which was no 
hard Matter) and wrought upon for the Pur- 
poke, went to the Captain, and made * * 

| a 


\ 
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T had ſaid, If the People were all of my Mind, 
l would tie upthe Captain and whip him inſtead 


of this Fellow White, who happened to be 
uniſhed, as he oftentimes was, for his Wicked- 
neſs aboard the Ship; which I ſolemnly de- 


clare, before God and the World, was untrue, 


malicious, and falſe. But when I ſaw that Inno- 
cence availed nothing, in the Situation I was in, 
and that their Malice would have no Bounds, I 
thought it proper to addreſs the Captain himſelt 
believing, that, unleſs he was diveſted of every 
Sentiment of Juſtice and Humanity, he would 
reflect ſeriouſly on the Cruelty and Barbarity of 
his Proceedings. 


1 


Beg you'll be ſo kind to leniate ſome of 

my Puniſhments : I am really as forry, as 
any unhappy Man can be in this World, for 
any unguarded Words or Sayings that are al- 
ledged againſt me. I am very ſenſible I ſwore 
many unthinking Oaths: I was almoſt diſ- 
tracted to think I was come to want a Bit of 
Bread. I tried many People, tſpecially the 
Cooks, to get ſomewhat to eat; I found it was 
all in vain, becauſe you had a Diſlike to me. 
They were afraid to do me any Service of any 
Kind whatſoever : Pray conſider, thoſe com- 
mon People I begg'd of in my Diſtreſs were 
glad to be my Enemies in this my unfortunate 
Life. As for any Man being concerned with 
me, to the Prejudice of you, or even the Ship, 
I declare they are all innocent as well as my- 
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theſe my Afflictions would fall on me in ſuch 
15 a Manner, which will be, I believe, my Ruin, 
7p and likewiſe my Wife and Son's. I muſt con- 
feſs it was my own. Inclination, and good O- 
pinion of you, that you would be always my 
. Friend. My Father told me, begg' d of me, 
in two Letters, to make uſe of his Intereſt in 
the Navy, and leave your Ship, as it was deter- 
mined I ſhould go three Years more to Sea. 
T told Mr. Barnes and Mr. Riddal, that I in- 
tended to ſpeak to you of it; but I thought, 
a ſecond Time, that I could not be happier in 
a Friend than you, had I obliged you. I am 
ſenſible I have not: Pray don't keep your 
Anger to this Height; mitigate it for me, this 
once, for God's Sake. I aſk your Pardon for 
whatſoever I have done to you. A Reforma- 
tion you ſhall daily ſee in me, only permit me 
a ſmall Share of better Uſage. I have no- 
thing but ſalt Meat to eat, and little of that: 
My tender Stomach will not bear it, it is ſo 
e to Weakneſs. The Steward has ſtopt 
my little Flour, by Orders, he tells me, from 
you; if ſo, have a little Mercy, for God's 
Sake, and I'll endeavour, ever after, to ſer ve 
you with all Care in Life; from, 
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Mercy, notwithſtanding the deplorable Condi- 
tion into which I was reduced. 
Next Day there was an Ox killed aboard (of 


which we brought ten or twelve alive from Ma- 


dagaſcar.) The Captain gave Orders to the Stew- 
ard and the Cook not to give me one Bit of it, 
nor the Centry to permit any to come in to me, 
at their Perils. The Law, he ſaid, did not al- 
low of it to Priſoners ; upon which the Steward 
did with me as he pleaſed ; ſome Days he gave 
me Rice, and falt Beef, and at other Times 
would deny me even that. | 

In the Night-time, as the Ship's People were 
talking, I uſed to hear them ſay, The Captain 
certainly has a Mind to kill the Doctor, e're he 
gets to Bombay. The Captain's own Relation 
came twice to the Door, and gave me Victuals, 
by Permiſſion of the Centry; and Mr. Riddal, 
our third Mate, aſſiſted me ſeveral Times, par- 
ticularly gave me once a Pound of Biſcuit, and 
a Pound of Cheeſe, which was a great Relief. 

On the 18th of October I remember I was ſo 
extremely faint, that, having Occaſion to eaſe 
myſelf, I was obliged to be led by John Fletcher, 
who, with all his Strength, had much ado to 
hold meup. That very Day I had taſted no- 
thing in the World till about Six o*Clock in the 
Evening, when Mr. Saxton offered me, at the 
Door, a Plate of Fiſh, which he was eating ; and 
of which I had ſcarce eat one Mouthful, when 
Anthony Lucas {aid to him, I muſt and will obey 
the Captain's Orders, to let no Victuals go to 
him, but what he appoints himſelf. Then 


without daringto ſpeak one Word in my Behalt. 
1 Ns I am 


Mr. Saxton ſhook his Head, and went away 
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I am unwilling to dwell any longer on ſuen 2 
' melancholy Narration If I was to give a mis 


nute Detail of all my Sufferings, I might ſwell 


out a very large Volume: --- But I hope I have 
produced ſufficient Inſtances, that I was meſt | 
unmercitully uſed, 

When the Captain perceived that he could 
not ſtarve me outright, ſo long as I had Friends 
aboard, he ſet to Work to beggar me if he 
could. I have already taken Notice that the 
Sb ip Company had been much infected with 
t cnercal Diſtemper; and it is the Cuſtom in 
t s Serview, as well as in the Navy, for the Pa- 
t ents themſelves to pay for their own Cure, the 
Public making no Allowance in ſuch Caſes; and, 
as I had cured a great many, ſuch as had no 
Money gave me their Notes of Hand for Secu- 

This the Captain well knew, and had, 
— * and, influenced the Men to deny, that 
they had been my Patients, or that they were 
cured; particularly, he ſent one of his Mates 
to me, to demand a Note of Hand I had of a 
Seaman, for 2 J. 2 5. which, to gratify him, I 
delivered up. When he had got this, he cauſed 
me to be told, that I ſhould never receive a 
Farthing for the Notes I had of the other Peo- 
ple for ſuch Cures, but that he would have 


them aſſigned over to my Mate, upon aſſuring 


the Perſons concerned, that I ſhould never ap- 
pear againſt them on that Account ; > Which was 
accordingly done, as I was told by my Centry, 
at the Time, and in the Hearing of two of our 
Quarter-maſters. 

Mr. Barnes came to me, à ſecond Tim mes 
with Orders that I ſhould pay the Charge of 


my 
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rvant George Young's Account. I told 
at it was falſe, and I would not pay it. 
latter, ſays he, d---n you, pay it directly, 
ders of Captain Crabb. I told him I could 
chen come at my Money; upon which he 
rt me, for that Time, but I was obliged to pay 

gut afterwards. 2 8 
Jjuſt upon the Back of this, Mr. Harvey, firſt 
Mate, ſent me Word, that a Pipe of Madeira 
Wine, belonging to me, leaked out in the Hold, 

,_ excepting three or four Gallons ; and deſired, b 

the fame Meſſenger, to know what ſhould be 
done with the Remainder. The Truth is, it 
was drank out, I won't ſay by whom, nor by 
whoſe Connivance. I ſuſpected ſo at firſt, but 
was credibly informed of it afterwards at Bombay 
by Captain William Lane, who had it from a Per- 
ſon who was preſent at the Fact; which, at his 

Defire, I minuted down ir: his Preſence. 

Fere I'll ſtop a few Minutes, to give you a 
little more of Mrs. Saunders. 1 had found Means 
to convey her a Letter, in Hopes ſhe would 

have interceded for me: For, though I knew 
the was the moſt improper Perſon in the World 
to ſpeak to the Captain in my Favour, yet I 
imagined, when ſhe was properly acquainted 
with the Diſtreſs I was in, that ſhe might con- 
trive ſome Method to help me, without either 
alarming his Jealouſy, or even appearing to 
intereſt herſelf in my Behalf. 
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